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Introduction. Borderland occupies a special position in the mental-geographical mapping. On the one hand, it is the periphery of countries, on the other − it becomes the center of specific region where the processes are defined by the boundary factor [1]. The life-style of borderland population demonstrates special interaction of border countries. Borderland is about the distance factor and border countries relationship. Borderland is the specific area of ​​development, where: problems of international relations are solved; new specific problems arise; the process of «layering» of different social and cultural meanings, of social structures on the geographic environment takes place [2, p.149].  As a rule this process is conditioned by different development levels of border countries. The population of borderlands (namely the youth) is involved in various cross-border movements, thus the research of bordelands impact on the youth mobility becomes important.
Analysis of recent research and publications. The specificity of borderlands has been considered by Polish researchers: Dariusz Voyakovsky, Antonjina Kloskovska and others. Y.Dashkevych, O.Dolhova, O.Kovalova and others have considered the problems of Ukraine's borders formation and development of borderlands. The study of ethnic processes on the Ukrainian borderlands has been performed by O.Boldetska, O.Dulichenko, I.Kononov and others. The purpose of the research is to identify the impact of borderlands on the youth mobility.

Discussion. We define social mobility as the process of movement of individuals between hierarchically organized elements of the social structure. In the context of our research the social mobility of borderlands youth is the intensity of such movements, as well as plans on studying and living in a neighbouring country.
While analyzing the youth borderlands mobility (the relevant questionnaire was used) we studied the youth from Zakarpattya (468), Lviv (392) region, Hungary (359) and Poland (294) (n=1513 high school graduates). We received definite answers about the impact of borderlands on life of young people in Zakarpattya (37,0%) and Lviv (23,7%) oblast. In total, about 60,0% of borderlands youth is convinced that living on the border area to some extent affects their life (Figure 1).

As for the social and cultural interaction of borderland residents, it is characterized by the active interaction between the two neighboring countries. In the context of our research we speak of  two borderline zones, each with its specificity (Zakarpattya − Hungary, Lviv oblast − Poland). The Ukrainian bordeland youth (Zakarpattya and Lviv oblast) noted that they make purchases actively in the neighboring country, which is less specific for the Hungarian and Polish youth. Parents of Zakarpattya and Lviv oblast respondents work in neighboring countries, which is typical for these areas (labour migration is caused by high unemployment). From the survey results we can state that the majority of respondents indicate that their relatives and friends live in the neighbouring country, both from the Ukrainian (Zakarpattya and Lviv oblast) and foreign (Hungary and Poland) border. Holidays of neighboring countries are celebrated by Zakarpattya families (29,3%), which is the result of common historical past of the neighboring countries. The travels take place more often between residents of Zakarpattya (27,6%) and Hungary (20,3%). Lower figures on frequency of travels to neighboring countries are fixed in the Lviv oblast (18,6%) and Poland (14,6%). The youth from Zakarpattya (32.5%) and Lviv (30.1%) borderlands shows more desire to study in the neighboring country, than correspondently from Hungary and Poland. According to the survey results Zakarpattya (42,9%) and Lviv (39.3%) oblast young people plan to emigrate from Ukraine and live in the neighboring country. Young people from Hungary (29,8%) and Poland (21,8%) plan to reside in more promising European countries than their own. Lviv oblast youth speaks well Polish (60,2%) and Zakarpattya youth − Hungarian (49,4%) (Figure 2). 
Tourism is the main purpose of travel to the neighboring country, as well as visiting relatives and friends. Business trips (mostly goods purchase) are more peculiar to Zakarpattya borderlands residents (Figure 4).
Thus, we conclude that the impact of borderlands on the youth is significant, the ties with neighboring countries are close in many cultural and social spheres. The features allow to consider borderlands from 3 perspectives: 1) social-cultural approach, under which borderlands are the contacts between two or more ethnocultural communities, localized in space; 2) spatial-geographical approach, that understands borderlands only as a territory located nearby the border and away from the center; 3) personal-cultural discourse, which characterises borderland as a place of formation of certain type individual from borderlands society.
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Figure.1. Influence of borderland on the youth` life
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Figure 2. Social relations and social mobility of the youth on borderlands
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Figure 3. Aim of trips of the youth to borderlands 







