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FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO «CHILDREN AT RISK» CATEGORY IN HUNGARY

The authors of the article have conducted the analysis of Hungarian scinetists` point of view on the category of «children at risk», which has become the subject of study of various branches of scientific knowledge, resulting in a multidisciplinary study of its nature, causing the complexity and diversity of this phenomenon. The Hungarian scientists include to the group «at risk» children whose physical or social environment does not meet the cultural values, can have a devastating impact on the development of their cultural values, even prevent the development of their personality. 
In recent decades, the scientific literature commonly uses the term «children at risk». Children at «risk» – is a category of children who because of certain circumstances in their life are more than other categories exposed to negative external influences from ф family, society and its criminal elements causing the disadaptation of minors. The category of children «at risk» is the subject of study of various branches of scientific knowledge, resulting in a multidisciplinary study of the nature, causing the complexity and diversity of this phenomenon.

The problem of children «at risk» has been studied by foreign and home researchers: N.Divitsyna [1] S.Horenko, H.Zolotova, L.Kalchenko, S.Kharchenko [2] and others. In theшк works the researchers have paid much attention to the definition of the category of «children at risk», reasons for their emergence and concepts of deviant behaviour.

The purpose of this article is to analyze the definition of the category of «children at risk» provided by the Hungarian scientists, as well as factors affecting the emergence of the category.

To start with, we consider the intrinsic characteristics of the phenomenon of «children at risk». The population of Hungary in 2014 has amounted to 9 970 000 million people, including 15% of children under 15 years old of the total population. Despite the fact that the term «risk» in the area of ​​child protection in Hungary is being considered by the representatives of various professions (teachers, psychologists, lawyers, etc.), at present there is no clear definition of it. Paragraph 5 of the Hungarian Act on Child Welfare dated 1997 defines risk as «a condition that occurs due to negligence or other reasons that prevent physical, mental, emotional or moral development of a child» [3].
The authors of pedagogical encyclopedia refer to the group of «risk» children whose physical or social environment does not meet cultural values, can have a devastating impact on the development of their cultural values, even prevent the development of their personality. The level of risk depends on many factors: 1) a source of danger (family, institution, etc.); 2) the nature of danger – physical, social, emotional, etc.; 3) the child's personality, vulnerability; 4) the cumulative effect, when the impact of different risks is imposed and multiplied [4, p.649].

The Hungarian scientist Erzsébet Strauszné Simonyi refers to a group of «at risk» children whose parents or environment have not provided sufficient physical, spiritual, intellectual and moral development. Factors of such risks are: neglect, not enough care and the combination of several deviations (alcohol, drugs, violence, crime) [5]. According to Sándor Nyíri the children «at risk» are the minor children who have experienced the lack of childcare, upbringing, education, physical, mental or moral development having harmful effects [6, p.20]. Other Hungarian scientists believe that children of «risk» are children whose upbringing, education (physical, spiritual, moral, etc.) and development is not provided properly [7; 8].

The authors of glossary on child welfare issues, issued by the Hungarian National Association of Family and Child Support, refer to the group of «at risk» children, who in their family or nearest environment suffer from long-term physical or psychological violence (physical abuse), sexual abuse, abandonment, neglect, etc. [9].
Among the 27 countries – members of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) Hungary occupies the 5-6th place with the number of child deaths (per 100 000 children) because of their ill-treatment, or death from «undetermined causes» [10].
Sources in the Hungarian police reported that in 2010 7 496 cases of disappearance of children had been recorded in Hungary, including – 1788 children under 14 years and the rest – 14-18-year-old. Among children who experience maltreatment 12% – up to 3 years old, 20% – between 4 and 6 years old, 26% – aged 7-14 years old [11].

According to the Central Statistical Office of Hungary [12] in 2010 the child welfare services registered 19 1185 children who were in danger. 12 362 were considered to be physically neglected, 9 741 – suffered from emotional abuse, 3 127 – from physical violence, 374 – from sexual abuse.

The Hungarian scientist Katalin Tausz indicates that 80% of all reported cases of child abuse in Hungary occur in families, where in 41% cases the source of abuse is the father, in 39% of cases – other adult living in the family, but not the biological father or mother (stepfather, stepmother). The statistics is just the top of the iceberg, because according to experts on the basis of 10 registered cases, 25 cases still remain unregistered [13].

The working group of Hungarian National Institute of Social Policy and Family has compiled the summary table of risk factors that are harmful to a child [14, p.15-28] (Table 1).
Table 1. 

Factors of risk dangerous for a child and forms of their displays
	Factors of risk
	Forms of displays

	Low income
	family per capita income is less than the minimum pension; family has significant expenditure costs relatively constant, which is an obstacle to its safe living; no child allowances paid / irregularly paid.

	Family with no place of residence 
	family lives on the street; because of problems with housing the child / family lives in a shelter; family lives in an apartment without right, there is the threat of eviction.

	Parents unemployed
	family has no breadwinner; able-bodied adults, living in a family, have no permanent employment.

	Eviction
	a child evicted with the family is no longer provided with other housing.

	«Wandering» family
	a family often changes the place of residence, avoiding the authorities, thus education and health care provision for a child is not properly secured.

	Housing terms of a family are below standards
	a family lives in a place not intended for habitation (eg. garage, basement); family lives with cattle; sanitary conditions of residence are below standards; accommodation is of inadequate size, of inadequate planning, with extended family or with several generations and families living in it; divorced parents and their new families live together. 

	Ignoring the medical care
	a child does not get medical care, therapy, vaccination or gets it late; parents do not use or refuse to get preventive services (e.g. nursing care); parents of a child in hospital do not attend him/her, do not take a child home on time.

	Failure to provide care
	a child is starving; clothing and hygiene of a child are neglected; a child is deprived of / is not provided with necessary things for the healthy development with personal territory, a place for games; a child is provided with the means for the healthy development (books, toys, etc.); parents do not wish to take help in resolving problems that threaten a child; a child who is under temporary care is not visited, the connection is not supported.


	Failure to provide proper learning
	a child with the consent of parents regularly without reasonable excuse misses classes; parents are not in contact with a school, do not provide child with needed school supplies.

	Leaving a child unattended
	parents lock a child often/occasionally leaving the child alone; parents leave a child to a person incapable to look after him/her.

	Not relevant upbringing
	methods of education of parents do not meet the norms, for example, brutality and excessive expectations of the child.

	Emotional neglect
	failure or lack of emotional security, of friendly relations; neglect and abandonment of child`s emotional attachment

	Irresponsible, threatening behaviour
	parents make dangerouse circumstances in a vehicle (no baby seats, driving while drunk).

	Leaving a child, rejection from a child's
	parents are in unknown location, unwilling to care for a child, and the person entrasted for the child care in the future doesn`t want / cannot / doesn`t perform the duties properly; parents officially declare that no longer want to care for a child, sent a formal request for a child abandonment to the child advisory board.

	Orphanhood
	death of one or both parents with sufficient level of upbringing in a family or with a child left without care.

	Family composition
	parents are divorced or live separately; other reasons for parents to upbring their children alone.

	Deterioration of family relationships
	a source of conflict, continued deterioration of relations appear between family members, but a child is not the case; there is unresolved conflict with the child's parents, prolonged bad relations between them.

	Sexual violence
	different stages/ forms of it: a child is a witness of sexual act; the very sexual act, rape, incest, child prostitution; excitation, exhibitionism, showing pornographic films; stimulation: touch.

	Physical abuse
	beating; shaking, pushing, suppression; digging, squeezing, pulling the hair; forcing a child to stand in the corner, dousing with cold water; signs of slaps, bites; burns, body injury; throwing objects, use of weapons or tools.

	Other forms of violence
	forcing to begging, prostitution, theft, deceit; forcing to perform heavy work or work that does not match the age of a child.

	Emotional Abuse
	rude verbal abuse, shouting, intimidation, serious and unjustified punishment, criticism, isolation, bullying; intimidation, accompanied by violence; verbal and non-verbal humiliation, shaming, regular underestimation, humiliation, derision, neglect; demands that do not meet the age / ability of a child; treating a child as if he/she does not “cost” anything, is unwanted and unloved, opposite educational guidelines and requirements; exaggerated punishment, emotional blackmail; conscious deprivation of a child of food, anxiety, sleep, toys, love; begging or forcing a child to do so; child is a witness of violence over another person.

	Behaviour that harms a child in the womb, a newborn baby
	pregnant woman, despite of clarification harms her child (during pregnancy consumes alcohol, drugs, smoks, is engaged in prostitution); violence against a pregnant woman; uncared or hidden pregnancy; mother immediately after birth leaves a newborn child.

	Dependence on games
	parents most of their time play games (slot machines, card racetrack, computer, etc.); parents most of their salaries and family budget regularly spend on gamebling; child spends much of his/her time playing cards, slot machines, video games, etc.

	Alcohol abuse
	parents are alcohilics, consume alcohol in the presence of a child; child consumes alcohol.

	Drug use
	parents sometimes / regularly use drugs, other chemicals, possibly in the presence of a child; child frequently or regularly uses drugs or other chemicals.

	Prostitution
	parents are engaged in prostitution or forced to do so; prostitution is carried out at the place of residence of a child, and/or in his/her presence; prostitution is carried out with the assistance of a child; a child is a sex worker; a child (directly or indirectly) is forced to provide sexual services for a fee.

	Criminality
	parents have criminal lifestyle; a father / mother is imprisoned for committing a crime; the crime is committed with or involving children; a child is suspected of illegal activities; a child has committed illegal acts; a child has a criminal lifestyle.

	Suicide
	parents have tried to commit suicide; parents often talk about the possibility of suicide; child witnessed the suicide of parents / other family member; child at least once tried to commit suicide; child often speaks of the possibility of suicide.

	Health conditions of a child
	illness, mental disorders and sensory organs disorder, musculoskeletal system disorder prevent child from having normal life; disease, mental disorders, sensory organs disorder, musculoskeletal system disorder of a child are so severe that a child can be cared by parents only with special services; disease, mental disorders, sensory organs discoders, musculoskeletal system disorder of a child are severe that parents can not / do not want to care for a child.

	Vagrancy
	pointless child's activity, mainly in public places in groups or alone, carried out with the permission of parents or without it; child regularly skips school with / without parental consent and /or without proper reason; children who joined the gang, minors left unattended.

	Illness, disability of parents
	ill parents can not properly implement a child's upbringing; ill parents need long-term hospital care; due to prolonged illness parents need home care; parents because of a disability can not / do not properly carry out child upbringing.

	Parents are mentally ill or have such symptoms
	parents through mental problem can not or are not able to properly care for a child.

	External risks
	having adverse effects on a family, a child (e.g. blackmail, usury).

	Trustees powers
	parents have been deprived of parental rights by the court desicion; parents / children have been moved into care; a person who has been granted guardianship on a child refuses to continue to care; death of a careror.

	Parents are minors
	underage parents do not get help, support for a child care; a child because of minor parents does not have a legal guardian

	Termination adoption
	parents who have adopted a child are applying for the termination of adoption.

	Immigration
	child has arrived to a country illegally (alone or with  parents).


In general, we can conclude that the Hungarian scientists distinguish the following groups of risk factors: (a) financial: vital needs of a child are unsolved; (b) moral: child is surrounded with antisocial and deviant environment; (c) health: a child is surrounded with an environment, which has harmful effects on health; (d) educational: a child does not get enough education. There are many events that harm a child, but only because society does not see them as bad, they are not considered as part of the problem of children protection. Thus the problem of child`s protection can be explained by neither purely objective parameters, nor only by public evaluation.
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