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GENDER DIFFERENTIATION OF IDIOMS IN MODERN ENGLISH
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Phraseological system has a selective character of nomination, mainly of
‘anthropocenric orientation, thus, the study of idioms that are semantically oriented
on a person is parlicularty important. The attempt to comprehend the specifics of
behavioral patiemns in accordance with gender identlty acquires special
importance in the process of studying the phraseological units of different
languages which imlicitly contain the assessment of masculinity and femininity on
the basis of national-cultural beliefs and traditions.

‘The study of idioms plays a significant role in identiying ethnic and cultural
features. The interal form of idioms contains elements of national-cultural plane
since idioms arise on the basis of figurative representation of reality displaying the
historical and spiftual experience of a linguistic community, associated with ts
cultural traditions.

‘The peculiarities in the male and female language usage constitute the main
object of study in gender linguistics (O.A. Voronina [1], AV.Kynlina [2],
N.L. Pushkareva (3], Li. Khaleeva [4], D. Cameron (5], J. Coaes [6], R. Lakoff [7]
etc). The relevance of gender studies i the theory of language is evidenced by
numerous recent publications which differently highlight approaches 1o the
problem of the phenomenon yet insufficiently explored in the linguistic aspect.
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In contemporary science, there is no common view on the nature of the
gender. On the one hand, it belongs 1o the mental models developed in order to
better describe the scientifc problems of sex differentiation and its biological and
socio-cultural functions. On the other hand, gender is considered as a social
‘construct created by society, including by means of language.

One of the main issues of gender studies Is the characteristic of male and
female elements in the world model which is manifested not only in a peculiar
reflection of the world in language consciousness of men and women but also in
attesting figurative means of characterization and evaluation of men and women in
language.

“The following types of set expressions denoting a woman have been selected
for the present study:

1) idoms having in their structure the basic lexemes-representatives
(components-indicators) that are understood as the basic lexical means serving to
‘manifest the notion in the language _ Indicating or characlerizing a female person
(have a female referent). Basic lexemes-representatives may diferentiate a
woman's image according to the following features: a) sex (gender) (female,
femme, woman): a femme fatale — *a woman who s sexually attractive but who is.
likely 10 cause lrouble for men who are attracted to her” [10, p. 45]; b) age (gi,
woman): cover girl — *an atiractive woman whose pholograph is featured on a
‘magazine cover, also, a woman atiractive enough 10 be o featured” [12, p. 125];
) marital status (bride, maid, maiden, Miss, Mrs., wife, widow): Caesar's wife - ‘a
‘woman whose ethics should not be questioned” [11]; ) family relationships (aunt,
daughter, grandmother, granny, mother, sister): sob sister - “a weak woman who
i prone to crying” (8, p. 98]; ¢) social status (lady, princess, queen): boss lady —
“the woman in charge® (9, p. 12]; f) personal name (Betty, Dora, Mary, Eiiza,
Lizzie, Susan): plane Jane — “an unattractive gif or woman’ 9, p. 155},

2) idioms not containing the basic lexemes ~ representatives in their structure,
but ‘having a female referent, thus, they represent a complete or partial
reconsideration of a person's sex: dolly bird - “an attractive il [8, p. 75];

3) idioms containing the basic_lexemes-representatives in their structure,
however, not having a female referent and, therefore, denoting any object,
process or phenomenon of the reality: lady beetle — “smal round bright-colored
and spotted beetle that usually feeds on aphids and other insect pests® [11].
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In the process of the investigation, the following types of idioms denoting a
man have been selected

4) idioms having n their structure the basic lexemes — representatives
(components-indicators),that are understood as the basic lexcal means serving o
manifest the notion n the languags. and which indcate or characierze a male
person (nave a male referent). asc exemes - representatives may diferentite a
man's image according to the following features: sex (gender) (male, man): man
of acton — “a man whoss ife is characterized by physical activiy or deeds rather
han by words orintelectual matiers* 5. p. 33} age (boy. man): & roth of a b0y
“a lvely boy’ (12, p. 39] martal status (Wr, husband, widower): M. Clean - “an
honourable of incorrupte poltician” 12, p. 55| famiy relationships (uncie, son,
grandiather, father, bother): prodigal son ~ “a person who leaves home to lead
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Spendihift and extravagant way of fe but later makes a repentant retum” 12, p.
298], social status (gentieman. prince, lord, King): drunk as a lord - “extremely
runk (12, p. 87} ) personal name (Thomas, George, Hamiet, Roland, Oiiver): a
Goubting Thomas - “a person who refuses to believe something without having
incontrovertble proof: a soeptc” (12, p. 6]

2) idioms ot containing the basic exemes-representatives in thir structure,
but having a male referent. thus, they represent a complete or partial
reconsideration of a person's sex: big gifs blouse — “a weak. cowardy, or
oversensitive man (8, . 30]

3) idioms containing the basic lexemes-representatives in their structure,
However, not having & mal referent and, therefore, denoting any object, process
or phenomenon of th reaity: even Stephens (or Stevens) - “an even chance- (10,
p.96)

“The study of idoms with the gender component allows stating that the
motivation of human behavior, emotions, person's atttude to the world and other
people by means of the oppositon ‘mae - femaie” s nationaly determined. Inthe
Sextal symbolism of most culures in general and in Engish in particular ‘male” 's
identifed wih the civine spirt, power, cuture, actiy. strength, ratonaity, ight,
fuliness, shape, etc. whie “emale" s associated with chaos, passive, negalive,
Garkness,soness,ei. These sereolypes areFeflecied n KOs I the language.
“The origins of this kind of motivation may be not obvious and abscure wihout the
reference to the history of language, etymology and hisory of cultural,
mythological representations of native speakers.

Icioms of the basic gender notion ‘man" iniude a group of physilogica rats
(characteristcs inherent o any Iing  cresiure) i their semantc struclure.
Distinctive features of Engish iioms convey the moral and aesthetc standards a5
well a5 sociorole  stereotypes associated with the  phraseological
conceptuaiization of 3 man.

‘Gender phraseoiogical notion “woman" s aiso formed under the influence of
national stereolypes which are refleced n the lexical units-components of the
cortesponding dioms: there have been lraced ambivalnt, somelimes sven
opposite perceptions of & woman as an ideal as well as @ negatve image
endowed with many negative trais
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