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Mgr. Ján Sabol, PhD., ArtD  
TARAS SHEVCHENKO AND JANKO KRAL – TWO AUTHORS, ONE POETICS (COMPARISON OF 

SLOVAK AND UKRAINIAN ROMANTICISM) 
Summary. Since the turn of the 18th and 19 century we start talking about modern European literature. 

The very romanticism interferes into the old forms and principles of creation of literary text and changes them 
considerably bringing new modern composition of structure. The tendency of divergency from the old didactic 
and propagandistic type of literature can be considered as the main characteristic feature of romantic literature. 
The fact that some Slavic people of that period influenced on each other and enriched reciprocally is evident. 
Similar characteristic features we can find in some Slavic literatures at many levels – at the level of genres, 
themes, ideas, inspiration with the help of folk arts. Except the revolutionary themes which we can find in 
Shevchenko’s poetry only the folklore essentially modifies his text at the level of formal structure, themes, and 
types of genres. The unification of the revolutionary, national and folklore elements in a literary text is presented 
in the works of Janko Krá  and Taras Shevchenko. This similarity made possible the common historical context 
of Slavic people. 

Key words: Romantic literature. Slovak literature. Ukrainian literature. Janko Kral. Taras Shevchenko. 
Poetry. 
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