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Oksana Tykhovska 

THE ARCHETYPICAL FIGURATIVENESS OF TARAS SHEVCHENKO BALLADS 
Summary. In the article ballads are analyzed through the prism of archetypical theory of K.-G. Jung. The 

ethnic and psychological semantics of the characters such as mermaid, witch, evil mother are considered. Ballads 
are interpreted as metaphoric scenarios of unsuccessful initiation of the heroines. 

Key words: ballad, shadow, mother’s archetype, initiation, mermaid, psychoanalysis, symbol. 
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