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UNIT 1. EDUCATION IN UKRAINE, GREAT BRITAIN AND THE USA

TEXT 1. EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN UKRAINE

I. Read and memorize the following words and word combinations:

To ensure - запевняти, compulsory -  примусовий, extramural -  заочний, core 

curriculum -  загальна програма навчання, vocational -  професійний, to be in 

charge -  відповідати за щось, fee-paying -  платний.

II. Listen to the text:

Educational System in Ukraine

Ukrainians have always shown a great concern for education. The right to 

education is stated in the constitution of Ukraine. It’s ensured by compulsory 

secondary schools, vocational schools and higher education establishment. It is 

also ensured by the development of extramural and evening courses and the system 

of state scholarship and grants.

Education in Ukraine is compulsory up to the 9th form inclusive. The stages 

of compulsory schooling in Ukraine are: primary education for ages 6-7 to 9-10 

inclusive; and senior school for ages 10-11 to 12-13 inclusive, and senior school 

for ages 13-14 to 14-15 inclusive. If a pupil of secondary school wishes to go on in 

higher education, he or she must stay at school for two more years. Primary and 

secondary school together comprise 11 years of study. Every school has a «core 

curriculum» of academic subjects.

After finishing the 9th form one can go on to a vocational school which offers 

programs of academic subjects and a program of training in a technical field, or a 

profession.

After finishing the 11th form of a secondary school, a lyceum or a gymnasium 

one can go into higher education. All applicants must take competitive exam. 

Higher education institution (that is institutes or universities) offers a 5-years
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program of academic subjects for undergraduates in a variety of fields, as well as a 

graduate course, so he or she can continue their education and receive a 

candidate’s degree or a doctoral degree.

Higher educational establishments are headed by Rectors. Vice-rectors are in 

charge of academic and scientific work. An institute or a university has a number 

of faculties, each specializing councils which confer candidate and doctoral 

degrees.

The system of higher and secondary education in Ukraine is going trough a 

transitional period. The main objectives of the reforms are: to decentralize the 

higher education system, to develop a new financial mechanism, to give more 

academic freedom to faculties and students. All secondary schools, institutes and 

universities until recently have been funded by the state. Now there is quite a 

number of private fee-paying primary and secondary schools, some universities 

have fee-paying departments.

III. Agree or disagree with the statements:

1. Ukrainians do care about their education.

2. Education in Ukraine is compulsory up to the 11th form inclusive.

3. If a pupil of secondary school wishes to go on in higher education, he or she 

must stay at school and learn a «core curriculum» of academic subjects.

4. A «core curriculum» of academic subjects is an essential part of every Ukrainian 

school.

5. A vocational school usually offers only a program of training in a technical 

field, or a profession.

6. Receiving a candidate’s degree or a doctoral degree is an essential part of 

obtaining higher education in Ukraine.

7. Rectors of Ukrainian universities are usually in charge of academic and 

scientific work.
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8. The system of higher and secondary education in Ukraine is in the process of 

transformation at the moment.

9. Decentralization of the higher education system is one of the basic aspects in the 

reforming process.

10. Who are Ukrainian secondary schools, institutes and universities sponsored by?

IV. Answer the questions:

1. What kinds of Ukrainian educational establishments do you know?

2. What stages of compulsory education are there in Ukraine according to the 

article?

3. What is vocational school?

4. What do you have to do to become a student?

5. Who can receive a candidate’s degree or a doctoral degree in Ukraine?

V. Match the first part of the sentence (1-5) with the second one (a-e).

1 After finishing the 9th form one can 

go on to a vocational school

a offers a 5-years program of 

academic subjects for 

undergraduates in a variety of fields.

2 Higher education institution b until recently have been funded by 

the state.

3 An institute or a university has a 

number of faculties,

c which offers programs of academic 

subjects and a program of training in 

a technical field.

4 All secondary schools, institutes and 

universities

d is going trough a transitional period.

5 The system of higher and secondary 

education in Ukraine

e each specializing councils which 

confer candidate and doctoral 

degrees.
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