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Schizophrenia is a complex syndrome characterized by a number of distinct 

features. The growing interest in the cognitive disorders associated with schizophrenia 

has been observed in the recent neurolinguistic and psycholinguistic research [4], [5], [8], 

[11]. One of the symptoms of schizophrenia is repetitive behaviour or stereotypy [6] 

which has been observed among schizophrenic patients in various forms of repetitive 

cognition, speech and actions (Bleuler, 1950; Kraepelin, 1971). Verbal repetitive 

behaviour, however, has received a relatively modest amount of attention from a 

linguist’s perspective.     

In the present study we observed the variety of perseveration or verbal repetitive 

patterns in schizophrenic patients and aimed at establishing their linguistic characteristics 

and functional properties in schizophrenic discourse. The material of research consisted 

of 12 psychiatric interviews with schizophrenic patients and 25 patients’ written samples. 

        

The standard account of schizophrenic language was elaborated by Andreasen 

(1986) in her Thought, Language and Communication (TLC) scale. It comprises 18 

characteristic symptoms of schizophrenic language, among which are: poverty of speech, 

poverty of content (wordy vagueness or empty speech), pressure of speech (loud and 

emphatic speech), distractibility by stimuli in the environment, tangentiality (evasive or 

irrelevant replies), loss of communicative goal, derailment (loose associations or ‘flight 

of ideas’), circumstantiality (digressions in communication), illogicality, incoherence 

(“word salad”, severely disrupted sentence structure), neologistic speech, word 

approximations (coined substitutes for existing words, such as  night illumination object 

for ‘candle’), stilted speech (pompous or overly formal style), clanging (phonetic 

associations), echolalia (repetition of interviewer’s words or phrases), blocking (sudden 

stoppage of speech), self-reference (talking about oneself excessively) and perseveration. 

Linguists and neurolinguists believe that schizophrenic language symptoms originate 

from a loss of voluntary control over the speech generation process which fits into a 

general conception of schizophrenia as the degradation of communication between 

mental subsystems (Chaika, 1990; Chapman, 1986). 

 The occurrence of perseveration (Neisser, 1895) is one of the first features to 

attract attention within the broad scope of schizophrenic verbal behaviour. It was 

observed that during interviews with doctors some patients with schizophrenia tended to 

stick to one pattern of response or elaborated some recurrent ideas in successive answers. 

Such limited variety of verbal reactions as well as an impaired ability to offer novel 

responses in the verbal output reflect a communication deficit known as perseveration. 

Psycholinguists define perseveration as a characteristic linguistic manifestation of 
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schizophrenic speech which results from the general impairment of thought in 

schizophrenia and, in particular, the difficulty with cognitive inhibition [7].  

Perseveration was first observed among patients in the form of repetitive motor 

behaviour. Later the occurrence of perseveration among schizophrenic patients was 

noticed in any verbal or non-verbal output modality, including speech, writing, gesturing, 

drawing, etc. The first accounts of repetitive behaviour among schizophrenics refer to 

perseveration as an inappropriate continuation or repetition of an earlier response after a 

change in task requirements (verbal or non-verbal) [1], [10].  Verbal perseveration, 

however, is a purely linguistic phenomenon, which is defined as an inflexible response 

process marked by difficulty breaking away from words, ideas or response strategies that 

have ‘captured the cognitive set’ of a patient [5].  

Here is an example of perseverative schizophrenic discourse where the train of a 

patient’s thought seems to be fixed to the same circle of ideas which results in the recurrent 

use of the same words and sentence structures:      

A Mason who isn't good, not to say that all Masons aren't good, would control it in 

a way so as to make it a layoff here, a layoff there, layoff Catholics here, layoff Catholics 

here, hurt the economy there. You can look at an economy on a table, or bring it down 

forth on a table, look at every-- every different facet of an economy, and you could figure 

out exactly how to floor the Catholic Church.  

The following example illustrates a cognitive difficulty to break away from an idea 

or theme which is characteristic of perseverative pattern of speech in schizophrenia:

 My teeth are killing me by expert dentistry of Dr. Brown the dentist and must be 

pulled as soon as possible as I will not live as I am duped by expert dentistry. …  

Perseveration is often observed during verbal tests (e.g. word association test, word 

definition test). The rapid shift of attention from one verbal stimulus to another which is 

presupposed in such tasks presents a difficulty for patients with schizophrenia. The 

following examples are some of the patients’ responses in a word association test where 

perseverations occurred as neologisms or meaningless non-word coinages:  

a) turkey – ‘figyburger’, clock – ‘kigyburger’, pineapple – ‘bigyburger to eat’;  

b) spider - gumper, citizen - humper, needle - himper, working - gumpip, soldier – 

guipper;  

c) chair – ness, sweet – bess, slow – mass, beautiful – ness  

These examples illustrate that in contrast to full-word perseverations discussed 

earlier, schizophrenic perseverations can also be partial, i.e. repetitions of a word’s part 

(figyburger – bigyburger), its initial sound/sounds (humper – himper) or phonetic clusters 

in the middle of a word (himper - gumpip).  

Here is an example of a patient’s perseveration when a recurrent idea is repeated in 

a successive response in a word definition test:      

Cruel – to try and believe what you really are. It’s cruel sometimes to be kind. 

Near – to cure kindness you’ve got to be keen on kindness. Sometimes it’s cruel. 

In this example perseveration appears in the form of a repetitive response strategy, 

namely, the use of the same descriptive phrase as a definition for a word (It’s cruel 

sometimes… – Sometimes it’s cruel). Moreover, the patient seemed to have focused on 
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the sound rather than the meaning of the stimulus word ‘cruel’ which resulted in 

perseveration and unclear expression of ideas. Apart from the full-word perseveration of 

the word cruel, this example also illustrates the production of partial perseverations 

presented by strings of alliterated words where the first sound of the stimulus word cruel 

is repeated (cure kindness, keen on kindness).  

The observed perseverations among patients with schizophrenia fell into one of the 

three distinct categories. The typology of perseveration was proposed by  

Sandson and Albert (1984) who differentiated continuous, recurrent and stuck-in-set 

forms of perseveration. Stuck-in-set perseveration is the inappropriate maintenance of a 

category or framework of response after the introduction of a new task. For example [7: 

70], 

          Card 1: The two arms make it look like an angel 

          Card 2: The two arms make it look like a bear 

          Card 3: The two arms make it look like a man 

          Card 6: two girls dancing because of the two arms pointed outward make it look 

that way 

          In another case after asking a schizophrenic person to name as many animals as he 

could in 1 minute, he was asked to name as many words as he could that start with the 

letter m. In his response, the man said “monkey,” “mouse”, then “man”. In this case the 

patient could not disengage from the idea of listing animals which resulted in the stuck-

in-set perseveration in the task for producing words according to the first letter. 

          Continuous perseveration is the inappropriate continuation of a response without 

an intervening stimulus. For example,     

           As if they could afford to live and exist, they could afford to live and exist…  

         The inappropriate recurrence of a previous response after the presentation of a new 

stimulus presents the case of recurrent perseveration which is demonstrated in the 

following responses of a patient in a word definition test: 

          Bed – lay on 

          Ship – lay on, no ship, bed 

          Winter – winter, summer, winter, no 

          Breakfast – breakfast, bed, bacon   

 Recurrent perseverations can be further subdivided into subtypes: semantic, lexical 

and program-of-action perseverations.  Semantic perseverations are words that are 

semantically related to the target (e.g., repetition of the naming response cat when shown 

a dog).  Lexical perseverations are words with no obvious semantic relation to the target 

(e.g., repetition of the word cat when asked to name a television set). Program-of-action 

perseverations are repeated words that begin with the same initial sound as a previous 

response (e.g., repetition of the response cat for subsequent objects which begin with the 

same sound, e.g., cabbage, carpet).  

 The linguistic analysis of the variety of perseverations observed among patients 

with schizophrenia revealed their typological and discursive properties in the 

schizophrenic discourse.  On the level of discourse perseverations reflect the inability to 

disengage from previous responses with their further intrusion in the subsequent 
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responses which, in its turn, deprives a person of the access to new topics or words as 

the discourse unfolds.  Therefore, perseverations diminish the quality and quantity of 

discourse by limiting the variety of words and ideas. Secondly, in contrast to the 

discourse of non-impaired persons which may include repetition of words and ideas with 

the purpose to facilitate communication, perseveration among schizophrenic persons is 

rather an activity without a communicative goal that does not aim to improve the quality 

of discourse.  
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Резюме 

 

На матеріалі психотерапевтичних інтерв’ю та письмової продукції  

шизофренічних пацієнтів описані мовні засоби реалізації та функціональні 

особливості персеверацій у дискурсі шизофренічних особистостей. Було виявлено, 

що на рівні дискурсу персеверації (вербальні повторювані моделі)          

http://cognet.mit.edu.proxy-ub.rug.nl/library/erefs/kent/
http://cognet.mit.edu.proxy-ub.rug.nl/library/erefs/kent/p03_c046/section1.html
http://cognet.mit.edu.proxy-ub.rug.nl/library/erefs/kent/p03_c046/section1.html
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відображають нездатність пацієнта позбавитися попередніх відповідей, які 

переносяться у наступні відповіді, та, таким чином, збіднюють дискурс 

особистості, позбавляючи її доступу до нових тем та слів у ході розгортання 

дискурсу. 
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1. Вступні зауваження. 

На сучасному етапі розвитку лінгвістики проблема вивчення лексики та 

словотворення характеризується підвищеною увагою вчених. Теорія 

словотворення як один із розділів теорії німецької мови розроблялась протягом 

десятиріч. Вивченню структурної побудови мови присвячені праці Я.Гримма, 

Г.Пауля, А.В.Десницької, В.Погорельської, А.А.Уфімцевої, К.А.Левковської, 

Г.Г.Івлевої, Т.Шіппан, В.Фляйшера, М.Д.Степанової, І.І.Чернишової, Й.Ербена, 

Х.Вельмана та багатьох інших класиків лінгвістики. 

Дослідження орнітологічної лексики, тобто лексем на позначення птахів, 

представляє значний інтерес для лінгвістів. Розробкою цієї проблеми займалися 

багато вчених, а саме Е.П.Рукіна, М.М.Гинатулін, Л.Ф.Моісеєва, Г.В.Фесенко, 

А.А.Бокатей, Л.В.Дробаха та інші. Досліджувалися національно-культурна 

специфіка назв птахів, номінативно-мотиваційний аспект та структурно-

семантичні особливості найменувань птахів тощо. Разом із цим проблема 

структури орнітонімів у німецькій мові є малодослідженою і тому потребує 

ретельного вивчення. 

Пропонована робота присвячена аналізу словотвірної структури лексем на 

позначення птахів у німецькій мові.  

Об’єктом дослідження є найменування птахів (орнітоніми) у німецькій мові, 

а предметом – структура даних лексем. 

Матеріалом дослідження є суцільна вибірка орнітонімів із тлумачних та 

перекладних словників німецької мови, а також із довідкової літератури з 

орнітології. Загальна кількість аналізованих орнітонімів у німецькій мові складає 

1316 одиниць. 

2. Мета і завдання дослідження. 

Мета дослідження – проаналізувати структуру орнітонімів у сучасній 

німецькій мові. 


