
The article deals with issues of social and legal protection of children at «risk» in the USA. The defi nition of the concept of 
children «at risk» has been provided. It has been emphasized that the American system of social care for children is complex and 
fl exible. There are public and private services. In general this system can be considered as decentralized, functional, providing 
various welfare programmes. Today for children with behavioural or emotional problems in the United States there are several 
types of institutions: medical centers; family foster homes; crisis and children's mental health centers; dispensaries; special school 
for children and adolescents; drug treatment programmmes, alcoholism treatment programmes and so on. Group care is provided 
by; social welfare organization for children; institutions for physically disabled children; children prisons; psychiatric hospitals 
etc. It has been determined that the current system of child protection services includes four aspects: reporting, investigation, 
intervention, completion of the case. At the same time special programmes are offered for the rehabilitation of families with 
children at «risk» and training of specialists of different profi les.

Key words: social and legal status of children at «risk», the USA, social services.
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The author of the article has analyzed the actual state of the foreign languages training system for specialists in natural sciences 
at the higher educational establishments of Ukraine. The aim, content and organizational features of the foreign languages training 
as well as its methodological and methodical bases and prospects of systematic modernisation of training process of specialists of 
natural specialities in foreign language competence have been examined. Complex realization of practical, edutainment, general 
and educational goals has been researched. The tasks to the students of different courses (including students of Bachelors and 
Masters degrees) have been given. The idea of the conception of the foreign languages training system for specialists in natural 
sciences has been analized by the use of the works of the Ukrainian and foreign scientists. The important direction of the foreign 
languages training system for specialists in natural sciences is an independent work which students have to carry out at home 
and present in the auditorium. The tasks to the instructor/teacher have been determined to help the students to master foreign 
language competence.

Key words: specialist of natural cycle, foreign training, foreign professional competence, foreign communicative competence.
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