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The article deals with the history of socio-cultural identifi cation as a complex and multidimensional social phenomenon in 
foreign sociology. The importance of the introduction of identifi cation as a notion to the scientifi c fi eld based on the analysis of 
studies by K.Marks, G.Simmel, M.Weber, E.Durkheim has been pointed out. The deeper understanding of the category is reviewed 
by singularizing such aspects of identifi cation as personal (T.Parsons), social-class (P.Bourdieu), socio-cultural (P.Sorokin). The 
understanding of identifi cation as the consequent of intergroup confl ict (M.Sherif) has risen interest as well. The research of 
national (A.Smith) and ethnic (T.Hopf) identifi cation has been widely discussed recently. Further research of this sociological 
category is a perspective one because of the situation in modern society that is the expansion of globalization which results in the 
loss of identity by a person, communities and whole nations.

Key words: social relations, personal identifi cation, socio-cultural identifi cation, national identifi cation.
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