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The article deals with the history of socio-cultural identifi cation as a complex and multidimensional social phenomenon in 
foreign sociology. The importance of the introduction of identifi cation as a notion to the scientifi c fi eld based on the analysis of 
studies by K.Marks, G.Simmel, M.Weber, E.Durkheim has been pointed out. The deeper understanding of the category is reviewed 
by singularizing such aspects of identifi cation as personal (T.Parsons), social-class (P.Bourdieu), socio-cultural (P.Sorokin). The 
understanding of identifi cation as the consequent of intergroup confl ict (M.Sherif) has risen interest as well. The research of 
national (A.Smith) and ethnic (T.Hopf) identifi cation has been widely discussed recently. Further research of this sociological 
category is a perspective one because of the situation in modern society that is the expansion of globalization which results in the 
loss of identity by a person, communities and whole nations.

Key words: social relations, personal identifi cation, socio-cultural identifi cation, national identifi cation.
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In today's information society qualitative mathematical training of future professionals is impossible without the use of 
innovative technologies. Educational institutions try to buy a modern audience and laboratory computer equipment and software. 
Currently, the market of computers and software is quickly improving, that any institution because of limited funding can quickly 
change computer equipment. The optimal solution to this problem can be educational use of cloud technologies. The author of 
the article has described the key characteristics of cloud computing, has briefl y considered the main scanning model and service 
model, has composed comparative description of functionality of existing cloud services for universities (Google Apps for Education, 
Microsoft Live@edu). The benefi ts of using cloud technology in higher education institutions has been revealed (savings, space, 
storage space, performing various learning activities online; open learning environment for teachers and students). The main 
opportunities to higher education institutions using cloud technology have been mentioned (using online-services for studies, 
training remotely, library books, manuals, textbooks, media fi les, conduct video conferences). 

Key words: cloud computing, cloud technology, cloud-oriented services, higher education institutions, the educational 
process.
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