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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION: MONITORING OF TEACHING CHEMISTRY
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One the main goals of Environmental Education is the formation of ecological culture of individuals and society as a whole, the formation of thought and consciousness, based on respect for nature as universal, unique value. In turn, the environmental education in higher education should be as differentiated, diversified and cover all levels of professional training of future specialists-environmentalists.

In respect to this, certainly, importantly is the acquisition of good-quality skills and abilities of the main basic disciplines, key among which is chemical subjects. Chemistry has especially significant role in mastering of such professionally oriented subjects as "Environmental Security", "Environment Monitoring", "Rationing anthropogenic stress", "Normalization of human impact on the environment", "Eco-toxicology", "Techno-Ecology", and so on. That is why, the monitoring of teaching chemistry for students environmental specialties is important. In our investigation we analyze the teaching load, which is given to chemical disciplines in the universities of Ukraine and Slovakia; made their quantitative and qualitative comparison of the 5-year period. We also analyze student’s success in some chemical disciplines; types of tasks and student’s methodological support. Based on collected empirical material we can make the following recommendations and conclusions:

1. The success of students in chemical disciplines is at the average level – it can be explained by the small number of specific laboratory and practical classes, which would allow to better master the theoretical material.

2. We recommend to focus on the practical significance of the different sections of chemistry and less – on theoretical issues in the teaching of chemical sciences for students of environmental specialties. In addition, it is advisable to introduce the "Green Chemistry" to environmental academic disciplines.
3. We recommend to develop an expanded base of practical tests and MCQ in basic chemical disciplines for effective self-training students, which is an important component of the training of future professionals in the field of ecology. We recommended to provide the possibility of free access for students to the database of these tasks within the web-page of university or of corresponding discipline.
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