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Abstract

The optical properties of a system of two identical two-level atoms in
collective (symmetric U5 and antisymmetric ¥,) Bell states are studied for
arbitrary interatomic distances. The closed-form analytical expressions for
shifts and widths of considered states are obtained taking into account the
retarded dipole-dipole interaction between atoms. It is shown that under cer-
tain conditions the retarded interaction of atoms of this quantum diatomic
system can lead to both additional widening of energy levels of atoms com-
pared to radiation width, and the opposite effect — narrowing of the natural
width of atomic levels. We can identify three types of quantum information
transfer processes associated with either a resonant (non-resonant) absorp-
tion of a photon by one of the atoms of the system or with variation of
interatomic distance.

1 Introduction

The unit of quantum information (quantum bit or qubit) is a superposition
of two base functions of a quantum system [1]. A method for writing quantum
information on an individual double-level atom of a system taking a region whose
linear dimensions are substantially smaller than the wavelength of photons has
been proposed, where intense quasi-resonance laser radiation is used and the in-
cidence angle of the external radiation on the system is varied [2]-[4]. Of great
importance in this method of writing and reading information is resonance transfer
of quantum information from one atom to another. On the other hand, transfer
of quantum information for arbitrary distances plays an important role in creat-
ing quantum communication systems. In this paper, we propose a unified way
of describing resonance transfer of quantum information for arbitrary distances,
including the effect of quantum teleportation. Quantum teleportation was dis-
covered experimentally [5] with the use of a three-photon scheme for transferring
quantum information from one observer to another taking into account two types
of polarization of photons. Other schemes of quantum teleportation have also been
proposed, for instance, those using a system of three electrons [6] or three atomic
beams of two-level atoms [7]. The schemes of quantum teleportation described
in [5]-[7] are, in fact, based on the superposition principle for nonlocal quantum

137



138 V.Yu. Lazur, O.K. REITY, S.I. MYHALYNA, O.F. PAVLYK

systems. In this case, the effect of quantum teleportation does not come into
conflict with the principle of relativity since not energy, but information, which
acquires an additional sense in quantum processes as compared to the information
in classical systems, is transferred instantaneously. In this paper, it is shown that
the information about two possible states of atoms can be transferred from atom
to atom within a short time interval. For this case, the value of this interval de-
pending on the type of interatomic interaction is calculated. In a system of two
identical interacting atoms, absorption (emission) of actual photons is nonlocal in
character, namely, the event of disappearance (birth) of a photon may take place
at the site of location of one atom, while the quantum transition will occur between
the states of the other atom. The classical and quantum methods for information
transfer with corresponding characteristic times are also considered.

2 Energy of the resonant interaction of atoms
located at arbitrary distances

Let us write the operator of electric dipole-dipole interaction of two electrons
located at an arbitrarily large distance from each other, near various nuclei [8, 9]:
i dydy — 3(7pdy ) (7 pd: dyps — 3(ipdy ) (7 rP:
7 Zexp <lwoR> { 1de — 3(7irdy)(7ird2) L€ 102 (7;%1%2 1) (T RP2)
c

dip R3 2me

dopy — 3(fipda) (irp1)
_ =

where iip = R/R, wy = Wno = (B, — EO) /R is the resonance frequency in the
spectrum of the atoms, d1 = er; and d2 = ery are the operators of the electric
dipole moments of single-electron atoms, p; and ps are the momentum operators
of the first and the second atomic electrons, respectively.

For the system of two interacting atoms having one electron, the Hamiltonian
H can be represented in the form of sum of Hamiltonians of isolated atoms, Hy =
Hi(7) + H, (72), and operator of electric dipole-dipole interaction between them,

&)

dip :

H=Hy+V}) =

T - o) o o
= Hi(ri) + Ha(3) + V) (17,73; R). (2)
Let Epnyn, = Eny + Ep, and [ning) are the eigenvalue and eigenfunction of “un-
perturbed” operator of energy Hy = H; + H, without interatomic interaction,
respectively. The unperturbed wave function of the initial state of two atoms is of

the form
|00) = @o(1)po(2) exp(—iEyt1/h) exp(—iEota/h) = Po(1)Po(2). (3)

Here Ej is the energy of the initial states of the first and second atoms, the indices
1 and 2 correspond to the coordinates and times for the first and the second atom,
respectively. For atoms having no constant dipole moment in the first order of

perturbation theory, the energy correction is equal to zero, i.e., (00|Vd(lip |00) = 0.
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The interaction between the atoms distorts the wave functions of the atomic states,
and the disturbed wave function for a system of two atoms in the ground state is
of the form [10, 1]):

~ ~ ~ () ~ ~
< Gy (D), IV 1G0(1)G0(2) >
2Fy — By, — By,

Wo(1)o(2) = Go(1)Fo(2)+ Y

ninz

@’ﬂl (1)@,”2 (2)7

(4)
where the indices n; and no correspond to intermediate states of the atoms. We
consider the state ¥y(1)¥,(2) as an initial state of atoms interacting with field of
real photons.

Let the final state [n0) of two resonant atoms corresponds to the excited state
|n) of atom A(1) with wave function ¢, (1) = ¢, (1) exp(—iE,t;/k) and energy
E, as well as the ground state |0) of atom A(2) with wave function ¢g(2) =
©0(2) exp(—iEgta/h) and energy Ey.

In the zeroth approximation, the stationary state of the system corresponds to
two wave functions:

B,(1,2) = % [Ba(1)B0(2) + Bo(1)Fn(2)], (5)
B0(1,2) = — [Ba(1)50(2) — Fo(1)Ea(2)]. (6)

V2

In order to obtain corrections to the energy of symmetrical (6) and antisymmet-
rical (7) states of the system of two resonant atoms in the first order of perturbation

theory one has to calculate the mean value of the perturbation operator Vd(i) (2)
in these states, i.e.,

~(+ ~(+
AE, = (0,]V20|0,), AE, = (D,|V50)|®a). (7)

Substituting the expressions (2), (6) and (7) into the matrix elements (8) we obtain
that

AE(R) = —AE,(R) = wie™*™/|(n|d]0)[
XK L | )@(1,2)—@/(1’2) = AE44(R). (8)

33 2 2 2
w R cwiR ccwoR

Here

D(1,2) = cos b7 cos 3 + cos 0Y cos 03 — 2 cos 67 cos 63,

' (1,2) = cos 0 cos 03 + cos 6Y cos 0

are the geometric factors, 6%, 67, 07 (i = 1,2) are the angles between one of
corresponding axes and the direction of dipole transition in é-th atom A(%).

Note that the quantity AF, (AE,) is complex shift of energy E; (E,) of
symmetrical (antisymmetrical) state @5 (®,) of atoms:

AE, = 0E, — %h%, AE, = 6E, — %fm. (9)
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The first-order corrections to the energy E,, 4+ Ej of states (6) and (7) give only
real parts FE; and §FE, of the complex shifts:

0Fs o(R) = #ReAFEA4(R) = +e*|(n|710)|?F(1,2; R). (10)
Here
v [2(1,2) wie'(1,2) woR wo®(1,2) . [woR
F(1,2;R) = T an cos | — + s =) (11)

The expressions for 0E, and §F, can be simplified at woR/c — 0, i.e., when
size of two-atomic quantum system is much smaller than characteristic wave length
Ao = 2mc/wp in spectrum of interacting atoms (R < Ag). In this case one can
neglect retardation of dipole-dipole interaction of atoms, that makes it possible to
substitute cos(woR/c) = 1, sin (woR/c) = woR/c in the expression (12) for F and
to omit terms containing velocity of light ¢. Then for §Es and JE, we obtain

2
SE,, =+~

Tl (P10 e (1, 2). (12)

As it is expected, this expression coincides with the known formula [10] for the
energy of resonant exchange of excitations between two neutral atoms located
closely one from other.

Therefore, we see that at account of dipole-dipole interatomic interaction (2)
the symmetrical and antisymmetrical states of atoms are characterized by the
energies

362hfn0
Es:En+EO+5Es:En+EO+7F(1727R)7 (13)

2mwg

2

Eo = By + By + 0B, = Ey + Fo — SC0 5y 9. ), (14)

2mwg

and wave functions

U, = O, exp(—i0Esty /h), Vo= P®yexp(—i0E,t1/h), (15)

where tq is the local time for the atomic pair associated with the position of the
atom A(1).

3 Width of the symmetric and antisymmetrical
states of two identical atoms

It is apparent that states (15) are entangled states of a pair of interacting atoms
because in these states separate atom-qubit has not certain energy. Implement a
formal transition in the formulas (15) to the complex energy:

i

2h(’70 +’Vs)v (16)

6B, — 6E, — %fs —0E, — %hFS — $E, —
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Figure 1: The dependencies of the energy shifts 6F (R, 60%) (11) and EL(R, 67)
(13) (transparent and opaque surfaces, respectively) on the interatomic distance
R and angle 0% = 07 = 65 of orientation of the dipole moments of the transition
of the atoms that are parallel each to other (07 = 6%, 67 = 6Y)

SE, — 0B, — %fa = 0B, — %hfa = 0B, — %n(% 7). (17)

In the first order of perturbation theory, the contribution of dipole interaction

in the total width T'y (T',) is determined by imaginary part v, (7,) of doubled
complex shift AE; (AE,):

_ 2wge?|(nlT0)*

2
’YS(R) = _’Ya(R) = _ﬁImAEAA(R) = h F(la 2; R)7 (18)
where
~ @(1,2) @/(1,2) . wOR (I)(LQ) (JJ()R
F(1,2; = — — 1
(L% R) wiR®  cwoR e cwi R? G\ ) (19)

7o is the radiation rate of an excited state E,, of the isolated atom.
The total widths of symmetrical and antisymmetrical states are of the form:

w2R2
Ts = +7s = 270, Fazw—l—%%O( (;2 ) (20)

We can see that under the condition R < \g the retarded interaction of atoms
in the symmetrical state ¥, (15) leads to doubling of natural width of atomic
levels. For antisymmetrical state the widths 7, and 9 compensate each other
almost completely, and the total width I', is small when comparing with ~y. It
means that when R < A\ the retarded interaction of atoms completely suppresses
radiation decay of excited states of atoms. This property of mutual influence of
closely located atoms was interpreted in [12] as the near-field effect.
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Figure 2: The dependencies of the energy shifts §Es (11) and §E7 (13) (solid and
dotted lines, respectively) on the interatomic distance R when the dipole moments
of the transition of the atoms are oriented along the axis Oz: 6* =607 =605 =0
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Figure 3: The dependencies of the energy shifts 6Es (11) and JE7 (13) (solid and
dotted lines, respectively) on the interatomic distance R when the dipole moments
of the transition of the atoms are perpendicular to axis Oz: 6* = 07 = 05 = /2

In paper [13] the near-field effect was proposed as a basis for writing the quan-
tum information on separate two-level atoms of two-qubit quantum computer by
means of intensive quasiresonant radiation at a modification of an angle of in-
cidence of external wave. Reading the quantum information (after calculations)
can be performed by means of weakly intensive probe radiation using solutions of
equations system for dipole oscillators obtained in [12].

In the case R > A

) = () = S (1,2)sin (0 ). (21)
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Figure 4: The dependencies of the widths I';(R, #%) and I',(R, %) (transparent
and opaque surface, respectively), calculated by means of (16), (17) and (18), on
the interatomic distance R and angle §* = 67 = 03 of orientation of the dipole
moments of the transition of the atoms that are parallel each to other (87 = 63,
ot = 8)

rs,a
1.2x 108 i

Lox108fF N\
8‘0><107; v
6.0x107;**’7\* === = %0
4.0x107; A

20x107F /0

07\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\R’nm
0 500 1000 1500 2000

Figure 5: The dependencies of the widths I's and T, (solid lines), calculated by
means of (16), (17) and (18), on the interatomic distance R when the dipole
moments of the transition of the atoms are oriented along the axis Oz: 6* =

7 =035 = 0. The dashed lines represent I‘EH) and I‘EJI) calculated by means of the
asymptotic formulas (22) and (24)

In the case when R < A\g (woR/c < 1) and the dipole moments is parallel to
the axis Oz, the expression (21) takes the form

wiR?
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Figure 6: The dependencies of the widths I's and T, (solid lines), calculated by
means of (16), (17) and (18), on the interatomic distance R when the dipole
moments of the transition of the atoms are perpendicular to axis Oz: 6% = 67 =
03 = 7/2. The dashed lines represent Fgl') and I‘Ef‘) calculated by means of the
asymptotic formulas (23) and (29).

where ’ygl)(O) = —751”)(0) = 0.
Similarly, in the case of the perpendicular direction of the dipole moments

w2 R?
I R) = 2 () =0 (1- ). >

Substituting the asymptotic expansions (22), (23) for vs(R), v(R) into (16)
and (17) we obtain for the total widths Fgl(‘;) and F(tl)) the following estimates

S

2 P2
P = g 4400~ 279, T = g 4+~ ~ E% (24)
S S ? a a 10 c )
QRQ
T =y +9 ~ 2y, T =7+ ~ %MOT (25)
C
4 Quantum teleportation and resonant
transmission of quantum information
between two atom-qubits
Let us assume that at the initial point in time ¢; = 0 the system of two

considered atoms is in the state W'Y = Uy (1)Po(2) (see (5)). Let us consider the

quantum transition \Ilg,?) — \1159 = VU, (4), where the wave functions ¥ (,) are given
by formulas (15). We define the transition energy for this case as

EV —EO = Ey— E, TOE, = —h(w+ A), (26)
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where the upper sign corresponds to the symmetric state ¥, of the atomic pair,
while the lower sign refers to its antisymmetric state ¥,, w is the frequency of
a real photon, A is the resonance off-tuning. Let us assume that the quantum

transition \1152) — Wy(q) corresponds to the case of annihilation of a photon. Thus,

we shall consider the transitions \1152) — ¥, and \Ilg,?) — U, separately from one

another. For the symmetric channel \1152) — WU, we have the following system
of equations defining the probability amplitudes a.,, and a,, under the condition
T'sty — 0:

d m . . .
ih dC:f Y = Fpn expli(wmn + w)t1]an = Fopn exp(i(es + iyt )an,
. dai . ) (27)
ih— = Fumexp(—i(et + iyn)t1)am,

dty

where e, = (§E; — hA)/k; the matrix element of the transition is given by

an = lﬁwaﬂﬁ{)f (R) eXp(iEE), (28)

c

/Yo is the amplitude of the vector potential, k is the wave vector of the real photon
which is absorbed at the location of the second atom with the radius vector R.
The matrix element d’,,o in (28) takes into account all terms of the function (5)
of the initial state. The system of equations (27) corresponds to the two-level
approximation for a system of atoms, such that the most significant contribution
is from those terms of the Schrodinger wave equation in which the dependence on
time is determined by a low frequency (wp — w). A similar system of equations
will also take place for the antisymmetric channel if in (27) we replace e, with
e_, defined as e = —(0E; + hA)/k. Let us make the substitutions below in Egs.
(27):

an exp(iest1) = by, (29)

and eliminate a,, from the resulting equations. We then obtain the following
equation: ) '

by —ie by + by|Fpn|? /0% = 0, (30)
with the coefficients being specified functions of the local time ¢.

It is well known that the exchange by excitations between atoms through their
resonance interaction is determined by the characteristic exchange time h/dE” [10].
If, at a certain point in time, a system consisting of two identical dipole atoms
is in a state where one atom is excited, this excitation, as shown in [10], will be
transferred to the other atom in a time 7/ = h/dE/ through resonance interaction.
With that, the time 7’ required to transfer the excitation is considerably shorter
than the lifetime F;&l) of atoms in the symmetrical and (antisymmetrical) states,

therefore, the energy JE’, (13) is independent of time. In this paper, we consider
a situation where the time t; for which a system of two interacting atoms exists is
also short compared to I‘;((ll). However, in contrast to [10], we take into account,
besides the interaction of the atoms with one another, their interaction with the
field of real photons.
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Following [1], we obtain a wave function which corresponds to a symmetric
channel for the interaction of a pair of atoms with the field of real photons:

U, (ty) = % exp (—I:ftl + iE;t1> {COS((Q+ +ify)tr)

i(ey +il,/2) . o
oLt ia (@ +180)0)|Go(1)g0() )
B roe .
_ m exp <_4t1 — 12+t1> sm((Q+ + 16+)t1)
X % (20 (1)@0(2) + Po(1)@n(2)] exp(—id Esty /h)|n, — 1), (31)

For an antisymmetric interaction channel we replace €, with e_ and Q with
Q_. Here we have

Foml? +il /221
\ |+(5i i ()/)} 3

et = (£0E, — hA)/h, Qi +iBs = { w .

The wave function of the final state of an atomic pair, ¥(¢;) = [\f/a(tl) + \i/s(tl)] /2,
will then take the form

U(t1) = Argo(1)@0(2)|nw) + As@n(1)@o(2)[nw — 1) + Ao ()0 (2) Inw — 1), (33)
where the probability amplitudes for possible states of the system are given by

i(e4 +10,/2)
2(Q4 +184)

x sin((Qy + 15+)t1)] +exp (-1;%1 ¥ i€2t1> [cos((Q, FiB)h)

1 Iy € .
Ay = 3 {exp (—4t1 + 12+t1> {COS((QJr +if4)t) —

i(e— +10./2) . )
0 1B sin((©2- +15)t1)} }, (34)
4 = 712? [sin((g: iii;:)tl) exp (istl - 18;151) exp(—id Egt1 /)
Jrsin((g_— :—if__)tl) exp (1:;151 - i€2_t1) exp(i(FEstl/h)} , (35)
iFym [ sin((Q4 +1iB4)t r, . .
Ay = i i [ bln((Q—:-:ilgr) 1) exp (4t1 - 1€2+tl) exp (—i0Est1 /1)
+sin((é2_—iii§_—)t1) exp (Z“tl -~ 162‘151) exp(iéEStl/h)} : (36)

The probability amplitudes (13) are normalized by the condition |A;|? + |A42|? +
|A3]% = 1. As follows from (36), at t; = 0 a system of two atoms is in a state
where both atoms have an energy Eg, i.e., Ay =1, Ay = A3 = 0. Let us consider
the behavior of the function \i/(tl) at subsequent points in time.
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5.1 True resonance

Large interatomic distances. When A =0, I'y = ', = 9 and sufficiently large
R > )\ value 4, Q4 and Sy are as follows: e = —e_ = 0E,/F,

1/2
1 15 (0E;)? Ian|2 (6FE ) h27 /4
Q = Q = — 2 RSl VAN —
* V2 { R T P P e AR?
signdF 12 (6Eq)? Ve
— B =—pR=2=""75 2 f0\7s) .

The exact resonance (A = 0) when the condition R > A\ amplitude (34)-(36)
acquire the following values(Qy = Q £+ if):

Ay = 1eXp (—*h { (16E tl) [005 Q +t1) + W2T15E/h 5in(f~2+t1)]

? +
exp <_16§7;t1) [COS(Q—t )+ W 'D(Q_h)] } ) (37)
Az _11;7;;71 p (_%tl) Sm(g:tl) exp <— 3155_;t1)
ism(g__tl)e}{p <3162Ehtl)1 ) (38)

where the upper (lower) sign corresponds to As (A3z). As it follows from (38),
probability amplitude As (As) reaches its maximum (minimum) value at time
th =7/20.

Small interatomic distances. For the case of true resonance (A = 0) for a
time which is short compared to FS_(Z), we obtain the following formulas for the
probability amplitudes:

(SES Sin(Qotl)

Aq = cos(Qot1) cos(0Egty/2h) + 57 q sin(dEgty1/2h), (39)
0
1E,m sin(Qot
Ay = — Fnm sI80t) o aspy om, (40)
h Qo
an sin(§20t :
Ay = _ B sin(€ot1) sin(30Est1/2h), (41)
h Qo

where Qo = \/[|Fpm|? + (6F;)?]/h2. The amplitude A, (A3) reaches a maximum
(minimum) at a time given by | = 27h/3|0E;|.

5.2 Nonresonance absorption of a photon

Large interatomic distances. The expressions for the probability amplitudes
(34)—(36) can be represented in the form:

(iA+7/2) . :
ms1n((9+1ﬁ)tl) ,

A1 = exp (10751 - i§t1> [cos((Q +iB)t1) +
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1Fnm A . :
A2 = 7m exp (’Z)tl + 12t1> Sln((Q + lﬁ)tl), A3 = 0, (42)
1/2

L N O 7 G o | Fanl? | A% —93/4

Q _ 2 0 _ nm 0
o7 A T e~ R
sign A V2 A2 12

- _ 52 0 —5
B NG 15 p]

The probability amplitude Ay reaches its maximum value at time t} = 7/2.

Small interatomic distances. Let us consider the case where A # 0, i.e., the
frequency of the real photon does not coincide with the frequency of the transition
(Eg,?) - Eflo))/h. Moreover, we assume that the condition A > dE,/h is fulfilled.
For this case, according to (32), we have Qi = Qo = /(A2/4) + |, [?/h2 and
the amplitudes (36) become

A A
A =exp (—12751) [COS(Qotl) + 20, sin(Qot1) |,

iFum A .
A2 = — hQO exp <22t1> SIH(QQtl), Ag =0. (43)

Thus, during nonresonance absorption of a photon two of the three possible
states are realized. The state with the amplitude As is realized as a result of the
absorption of a photon at the position of the second atom (polarizer atom) and
the transition of the first atom (observer atom) into the excited state. This state
reaches a maximum at a time given by ¢} = 7/2Q.

P n p n

Figure 7: The Feynman diagrams of radiation interaction of two hydrogen-like
atoms A(1) and A(2) with real photon absorption.

5.3 Resonance absorption of a photon.

Large interatomic distances

Given A =0 and 0E, = 0, the amplitudes (36) become
— _X 20
A = exp ( 1 tl) {cos(Qtl) + 10 sm(Qtl)} ,
. Fom

R

A2 = Sil’l(Qtl) exp (—%tl) 5 Ag =0. (44)
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At the initial point in time ¢; = 0, as follows from (44), both atoms are in
the ground state. However, even at an infinitely close subsequent point in time,
the state ®,,(1)®o(2) from the superposition (33) starts being realized. At the
time t{" = 7h/2|F,,,| the probabilities become |A3|? = 1 and |A;|?> = 0, i.e., one
quantum bit of information is transferred from one atom to another at an infinitely
large interatomic distance in the time ¢/’. We refer to this effect as the quantum
teleportation in a system of two resonance atoms. This effect is of quantum in
nature, being related to the superposition principle of quantum mechanics, and
corresponds to the quantum means of information transfer whose characteristic
time is defined as t{ = h/|F,,,|, in contrast to the classical means of information
transfer with the characteristic time ¢, being the time of flight of a photon through
a distance R. In accordance with the sense of the obtained solution to Eq. (30),
the condition I'y(,)t{” — 0 should be fulfilled. This condition is fulfilled the more
precisely, the greater the amplitude of the vector potential in (28). Using the
notion of the Rabi frequency [14], we obtain ¢/ = h/v/2|dyo|Eo, where Ey is the
amplitude of the electric field of the light wave acting on the second atom.

Thus, say we have been able to create entangled states (6), (7) for two widely
spaced atoms. Bouweester et al. [5] could do this using one photon source which
distributes in a random manner photons randomly polarized in two different di-
rections. Krenn and Zeilinger [6] used for this purpose an electron source. In our
case, one possible way of creating entangled states may be the use of two beams
of double-level atoms irradiated in a random manner with a light field.

In accordance with the sense of the obtained solution for a system of two
resonance atoms in the field of actual photons, we represent the operation of the
information system as follows: Let us assume that the system operation begins at
a time to — R/c at the location of the second, polarizer atom when this atom is
irradiated with the field of a light wave with a frequency w = wy. At a local point
in time, t; = 0, both atoms are in the ground state with an energy Ej, and at a
point in time t{” the observer atom 1 goes into an excited state with an energy
E, = Ey + hw. As this takes place, the atom 2 remains in the former state with
the energy Ej, and the average energy of the system, calculated with the help of
the wave function (33), will be determined by the formula

(E) = |A1|*(2Eq + hwny,) + |As|*(Eo + Ey 4 hw(ng, — 1)). (45)

Here angle brackets denote the operation of averaging. The characteristic time of
information transmission through quantum correlations is given by the expression

- —-1/2
= |dn0|2€% _ lg (46)
! 12 16

and do not depend on interatomic distances.

For an interatomic distance R = 30 km, the time it takes for a photon to cover
this distance with the classical means of information transfer will be ¢, = 1074
s. The time of information transfer due to the effect of quantum teleportation is
given by ¢ = h/\/2|don|Eo. For d,o = 4.8 x 1072! units of the cgs electrostatic
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system and Fy = 1072 units of the cgs electrostatic system, we obtain t/’ =
1.5 x 1073 s. Thus, the velocity of the information transfer due to the effect of
quantum teleportation, vgr = R/t{’, is substantially higher than the velocity
of light. Nevertheless, this does not imply any contradiction with the relativity
principle, since vgr = R/t/" is a phase velocity.

In the course of quantum computing the qubits of the computer are exposed
to the relaxation processes, which hamper quantum computing seriously: started
computer process acquires the features of a random one during the time of deco-
herence. To increase this time one should use the antisymmetric state ¥,y of
pair of atoms, which is insensitive to the relaxation processes. Through only this
undecaying channel the process of transfer of quantum information from a sin-
gle two-level atom to another is realised. The existence of such a communication
channel between a pair of closely spaced atoms with a field of real photons allows
to realize approximately 10' unitary transformations, if we arrange the atoms at
distance R = 1 nm and use short optical pulses of a few femtoseconds.
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