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MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SITUATIONAL METHOD FOR TEACHING OF FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE

Abstract. The condition of education in Ukraine is characterised by rapid growth of tempo of updating of 
knowledge, changes of main approaches and the principles of teaching, search of innovative technologies which 
would correspond to the current level of development of science. The situational method is considered to be one of 
the most effective methods of teaching a foreign language. This method demands not only the academic knowledge 
of language and linguistic material, but transforms the process of knowledge into the process of opening of new 
experience of communications and the relations between events, the phenomena, objects, their critical thinking. The 
purpose of article is the review and provide the general characteristics of situational method of teaching of a foreign 
language. Methods of research used: analysis and generalisation. As a result of the research, we found that this 
method is based on situational modelling, which is part of interactive learning technologies. Situational Language 
Teaching is characterised by two major features: focus on vocabulary and reading are the most salient traits of 
Situational Language Teaching. In fact, mastery of a set of high-frequency vocabulary items is believed to lead to 
good reading skills; an analysis of English and a classification of its prominent grammatical structures into sentence 
patterns, also called situational tables, is believed to help learners internalise grammatical rules. Situational teaching 
assumes immersion of listeners in a certain situation where they can find practical application of their knowledge. 
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Introduction. The new national standard for the 
study of foreign languages is based on such key concepts 
as communicative culture, motivation, interaction. The 
use of new intensive teaching methods helps not only to 
absorb students' linguistic knowledge, the development 
of their speech skills and the implementation of 
educational, educational and developmental learning 
functions. One of the most effective methods of teaching 
a foreign language is the situational method. This method 
requires not only academic knowledge of language 
and linguistic material, but transforms the process 
of knowledge into the process of discovering a new 
experience of relationships and relationships between 
events, phenomena, objects, their critical reflection. 

Analysis of recent research and publications on 
the problem under consideration. The study of the use 
of the situational method of training was undertaken by 
foreign scholars such as J.Richards, T.Rogers et al. In 
turn, Ukrainian scholars O.Bagryantseva, S.Gaponova 
studied the problems of active teaching methods. 
These scientific developments are undoubtedly a 
significant theoretical basis for the practical use of 
situational learning. However, its pedagogical potential 
remains poorly understood. N.Borisova, A.Fedorova, 
M.Kukhareva, M.Potashnik, V.Reshetko, G.Savelyeva, 
P.Tretyakov, A.Verbitskii, etc., devoted their work to 
the problem of introduction of situational approach 
in the educational process, have established the basis 
for further in-depth analysis and the emergence of 
methodological developments of specific learning 
situations. The method of situational learning, developed 
by scientists (A.Brushlinsky, V.Gordin, A.Matyushkin, 
M.Makhmutov, O.Pometun, V.Solomin) includes the 
following: case method, situational modelling method, 
method of solving situational problems and exercises, 
method of situational analysis. The mentioned methods 
are used fragmentarily in the educational process of 
various educational institutions. However, as shown by 
the analysis of the theory and practice of professional 

education, situational studying is not yet widely used. 
The unresolved aspects of the research of the situational 
method for teaching of foreign language are: unsufficient 
vocabulary of students, poor implementation of the 
method in the process of teaching and lack of technical 
equipment. The purpose of the article is to review and 
provide general description of the situational method 
of teaching of a foreign language. Methods of research 
used: analysis and generalisation.

Discussion. Increasing  level of interactivity of 
education proves the necessity of wide introduction 
of situational approach in the process of training of 
future specialists. Learning in situations can be used 
for different purposes: preparation for the acquisition of 
knowledge, illustration of general provisions, study of 
typical situations, etc. Scientists note that situationality 
in pairs significantly increases the motivation and 
activity of students. Situational-based exercises enhance 
students' motives for speaking, reading, listening and 
writing in a foreign language.

Formation of communicative competence is possible 
due to provided simulation in the educational process 
typical situations of real communication, which arise in 
different spheres of life and relate to various topics. That is, 
the subject-content plan of foreign language broadcasting 
of pupils is conditioned by the subject, situation and 
sphere of communication, which are another component 
of the content of teaching. Communicative-speaking 
situation is a dynamic system of interacting of concrete 
factors of objective and subjective plans that involve 
people in speech, communication and determine his 
behaviour within the framework of one communication 
act. The communicative situation includes four factors: 
1) circumstances of reality in which communication 
takes place; 2) relations between communicators; 3) 
speech intentions; 4) the implementation of the act 
of communication, which creates new incentives for 
broadcasting [1]. 

Speech action is impossible outside the 
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communication. There are various definitions of the 
training situation. G.Rohova defines the situation as an 
artificially created circumstance that causes a need to 
speak. The educational situation is a situation created 
by a teacher particularly designed by the student for 
speaking [5, p.23]. Situations can be real, imaginary, 
problem, specific, fantastic, problem-information, etc. 
But they combine one pedagogical condition − the 
creation of a motivation for speaking, which implies the 
logic of learning communication.

Situational studying involves immersing of students 
into a particular situation where they can find practical 
application of their knowledge. The basis of this 
methodology is situational modelling, i.e. modelling of 
specific situations, during interaction with which the 
participant learns the material, makes a choice, makes 
personal decisions [2]. 

Situational simulation is part of the technology of 
interactive learning. Interactive learning is a special form 
of cognitive activity that has a specific intended purpose 
− to create a comfortable learning environment in which 
each student feels his or her success, intellectual ability. 
The essence of interactive learning is that the learning 
process takes place only through the constant, active 
interaction of all students. This is coaching, mutual 
learning, where both the student and the teacher are 
equal, equal subjects of learning and understand what 
they are doing, reflect on what they know, know how 
and carry out. The organisation of interactive learning 
provides modelling of life situations, the use of role-
playing games, joint problem solving based on the 
analysis of circumstances and the situation [4, p.9]. 

The range covering the field of knowledge and the 
sphere of professional activity is virtually limitless, 
this explains a wide range of possibilities of situational 
methodology, which is why this approach can be 
actively used to teach a foreign language of professional 
orientation. So, students are offered some situations 
where they should orient themselves and offer their 
own solutions of the problems, the plan of action. Thus, 
the activation of intellectual activity, the expansion 
of the lexical reserve, the practical application of the 
acquired vocabulary and grammar. Situational training 
is considered not only as a temporary use of situations in 
educational activities, but also as a process of teaching 
foreign language communication.

The problematic situation is the beginning and source 
of creative thinking [7, p.120-124]. It is an intellectual 

difficulty of the student, which leads to the complexity of 
the explanation of the phenomenon, fact, or is an obstacle 
to the achievement of the goal in already known ways. The 
problematic situation stimulates the cognitive need of the 
reader, directs his thoughts and creates internal conditions 
for the acquisition of new material [1]. Problematic 
situation has a number of characteristic features: 1) 
there is a state of intellectual or psychological load; 2) 
the situation has a certain contradiction; 3) the situation 
is not consistent with the student's ideas about her; 4) 
there is a need to seek additional knowledge, information 
and evidence; 5) attitudes and decisions are needed for 
understanding events, new approaches [3, p. 24].

It should be noted that the simulation of real 
situations of communication is possible only if a positive 
emotional atmosphere is created at foreign language 
classes. The task of a teacher is now not to infinitly 
correct the errors, but to create a  positive atmosphere 
of joint search activity, the organisation of role-playing 
games, the use of  group and paired work, competitions, 
contests, etc. [6, p.108]. 

So, it's worth remembering the right mood and 
atmosphere at the lesson. A gaming element is the basis 
for realizing the situational approach, and the main figure 
of these game situations is the performer who, in the 
course of implementing educational actions, must use 
all his mental and psychophysical resources: thinking, 
memory, attention, imagination, emotion, voice, facial 
expressions, gestures , pauses. And thus the student - 
the role performer - learns to act. Such an approach to 
learning is well aligned with the goals of overcoming 
psychological difficulties, above all shyness, anxiety, 
psychological stress, uncertainties that may appear in 
some students in the process of learning.

Conclusions. Thus, the application of the 
methodology of situational modelling facilitates creative 
communication, acquisition of skills in cooperation in 
the team and the formation of a sense of responsibility 
for the implementation of tasks, the ability to build an 
argumentated response. There is no doubt that the skills 
and abilities formed during the introduction of situational 
learning will be necessary in the professional activities 
of students. The essence of interactive learning is that the 
learning process takes place only through the constant, 
active interaction of all students. The situational method 
has the prospect of development as one of the newest 
technologies, the application of which can improve the 
efficiency of training students of foreign competence.
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ОСНОВНЫЕ ХАРАКТЕРИСТИКИ CИТУАТИВНОГО МЕТОДА ОБУЧЕНИЯ ИНОСТРАННОГО 
ЯЗЫКА

Аннотация. Состояние образования в Украине характеризуется стремительным ростом темпа обновления 
знаний, изменениями основных подходов, поисками инновационных технологий, отвечающих современному 
уровню развития науки. Одним из наиболее эффективных методов обучения иностранному языку считается 
ситуативный метод. Целью статьи является обзор и общая характеристика ситуативного метода обучения ино-
странному языку. Методами исследования является анализ и обобщение. Обнаружело, что в основе данной 
методики лежит ситуативное моделирование которое входит в состав технологий интерактивного обучения. 
Суть интерактивного обучения состоит в том, что учебный процесс только благодаря постоянной, активном 
взаимодействии всех студентов. Выяснено, что базой для реализации ситуативного подхода является игровая 
стихия, где студент должен использовать все свои умственные и психофизические ресурсы: мышление, па-
мять, внимание, воображение, эмоции, голос, мимику, жесты, паузы.

Ключевые слова: ситуативный метод, знание, язык, словарный запас, преподавание.
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ОСНОВНІ ХАРАКТЕРИСТИКИ СИТУАТИВНОГО МЕТОДУ НАВЧАННЯ ІНОЗЕМНОЇ МОВИ

Анотація. Стан освіти в Україні характеризується стрімким зростанням темпу оновлення знань, змінами 
основоположних підходів, пошуками інноваційних технологій, що відповідали б сучасному рівню розвит-
ку науки. Одним з найбільш ефективних методів навчання іноземної мови вважається ситуативний метод. 
Метою статті є огляд та загальна характеристика ситуативного методу навчання іноземної мови. Метода-
ми дослідження є аналіз та узагальнення. В результаті дослідження ми виявили, що в основі даної мето-
дики лежить ситуативне моделювання яке входить до складу технологій інтерактивного навчання. Суть 
інтерактивного навчання полягає в тому, що навчальний процес відбувається тільки завдяки постійній, 
активній взаємодії всіх студентів. З’ясовано, що базою для реалізації ситуативного підходу є ігрова стихія, де 
студент повинен використовувати всі свої розумові та психофізичні ресурси: мислення, пам’ять, увагу, уяву, 
емоції, голос, міміку, жести, паузи.

Ключові слова: ситуативний метод, знання, мова, словниковий запас, викладання.
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