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On the basis of summarizing the current research methodology,
concepts and theories, author’s approach to the classification of
actors of cross-border cooperation is formulated. This research can
be applied to analyze the effects of international life and become a
methodological basis for sociological research in the field of cross-
border cooperation.
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Despite the large number of publications on the subject of
cross-border cooperation as a form of international cooperation and
its impact on the political and social life of states and some of their
regions, methodology and tools of such research are not sufficiently
developed in modern domestic science. In particular, this applies
to the classification of actors of cross-border cooperation. From the
perspective of Ukrainian researcher V.I. Honin, building a model of
international relations involves distinguishing typological differences
of components of this multidimensional system, defining the nature of
a number of structures that integrate it into wholeness, and considering
their inherent mechanisms of interaction of subjects [6].

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to determine basic definition
of cross-border cooperation actors and their characteristics in order to
clarify methodological design of social research in this area.
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Famous French sociologist A. Touraine makes distinction between
the concepts of “actor”, “subject” and “agent”. He emphasizes that ...
to be a subject means to want to become an actor, that is to change
one’s environment instead of remaining completely dependent on
it” [7]. In international relations theory is also often used the term
“player”, borrowed from intercommunicative sociology, supporters of
which often give it an advantage over other terms to describe the actors
included in the extensive network of global interdependence. Therefore,
in literature are quite commonly used such terms as “game” (“game
space”) and “stakes” (“stake” meaning a consent of “player” with the
terms and rules of the game, and most importantly, his willingness to
take risks in a situation of uncertainty in order to achieve his goals).
Herewith, the terms “player” and “actor” are often used interchangeably.
“The Game Space” - wrote the famous French sociologist - is “a set of
options, in which various actors, in accordance with how they position
themselves in the moment, on the basis of objectively existing options
generate strategies that prompt them to make stakes” [7]. As for the
most widespread in international relations theory term “international
actor”, it refers to any actor who takes an active part in international
processes. However, as noted A.Touraine, if the basic characteristic of
a subject is his desire not “to be a pawn in the system”, the actor’s
characteristic is his ability to act and actively change the environment.
One of the main distinctions between the concepts of an actor and a
subject is that the actor correlates to the strategy. Second distinction is
that it is not related to intersubjectivity. Finally, the third distinction is
that it is associated with the search for identity.

If we are to proceed to classification of cross-border cooperation
actors, we can distinguish the following levels and their types.

1. National level (governmental institutions).

Conceptually, the process of regionalization takes place mostly at
the national level and helps to strengthen sub-national relations, whilst
the process of European integration takes place at the supranational
level. However, these two processes are interrelated and at present
time to some extent are in agreement, such as in achieving consensus,
which provides adequate compensation to the interests of individual
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participants, and is manifested in the convergence of agreements in the
formation of the Common Economic, monetary union, as the needs of
redistribution are also defined by regional policy [4].

It is the state that has a key role in the establishment and continuous
improvement of conceptual frameworks, institutional mechanisms for
the implementation of regional policy, as well as local implementation
of programs and projects, because it represents national interests.

Commonality of legal framework, uniform prices and tariffs, free
flow of goods and capital within a country are factors conducive to the
spread of horizontal integration of reproduction processes on the basis
of regional cooperation. Lack of administrative levers of influence on
production and marketing orientation of enterprises, reinforces the
importance of market control levers management of counterparties
choice. Interregional cooperation relies on personal contacts of
partners due to economic needs, aimed at establishing and deepening
economic, social, scientific, technical, environmental, cultural and
other relations between the regions [2]. Interregional cooperation is a
tool for solving internal regional problems not based on competition
to attract centralized financial resources, obtain budget subsidies and
subventions or regional tax preferences, but on the efficient use of
resources of the region. This reduces the burden on the state budget to
address the issues of local, regional development.

2. International Organizations.

The modern theory of international relations have long departed
from the interpretation of nation states as the only actors on the
international scene. The very nation-state in the modern interpretation
is a jurisdiction over a territory, political and administrative apparatus,
and the state does not recognize any constitutional power higher than
its own. [9] However, as some researchers note, although the concept
of sovereignty and independence are often used as synonymos,
there is still a difference between them. Sovereignty is primarily a
legal concept, while independence is more of a political issue. Some
scientists rush to draw conclusions about the decline of the role of states
in the international arena, and about the reverse process of increasing
impact and importance of non-state actors. Objective processes caused
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the formation of new theories that seek to explain the new reality, in
particular the theory of representatives of transnationalism - “complex
interdependence” - R. Cohen and J. Nye.

If we use standard classification, all non-state actors can be
classified into two categories: international intergovernmental
organization (IGO) (non-state actors created by nation-states) and
international non-governmental organization (NGO) (non-state actors
created by a group of persons, business or other social agents). [8] [GO
- is a voluntary association of sovereign states, formed to implement
many of the purposes for which the states wish to cooperate within
the formal structure, but which they can not implement themselves.
Particularly active in creating IGO are stronger states wishing to
protect their interests. IGO can be classified by an extent (global and
regional) and functions (political, economic, social and environmental).
IGO kind of complement national state and play an important role in
providing funds for cooperation between political entities. Influence of
IGO depends on the ability of member governments to use their own
reserves and powers.

Non-governmental organizations are institutions that are formed by
non-state actors, or at least one party of these organizations is not a state.
There are many types of non-governmental organizations, including
transnational organizations, those organized by the government,
regulated by the government, business, civil society organizations,
advocacy, and supposedly anti-governmental organizations. Their
number is constantly increasing, and their impact on international
politics is growing. NGOs, in turn, can be classified using the approach
of M. Ataman who defines:

1) Multinationals (large corporations with branches and internal
hierarchy that operate simultaneously in many countries);

2) National and ethnic movements (in areas that integrate many
ethnic communities in one country, (which is relevant to the Carpathian
region) ;

3) Epistemic communities (experts and scientists involved in
the development of public policy and providing technical expertise to
enhance international cooperation);
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4) Religious and humanitarian organizations (Council of
Europe, European Commission on Human Rights, Green Peace,
Amnesty International and others);

5) Terrorist groups and structures engaged in illegal smuggling
(of people, drugs, weapons, etc.) [8].

Thus, non-state actors of international relations play an
important role in foreign policy and in decision-making of nation-
states and significantly affect their foreign policy behavior, with
the potential of lobby not only in domestic but also in international
politics.

3. Regional institutional level.

Effective administrative structure not only at national but also at
regional and local levels is a crucial condition for success of public-
private partnerships. In the context of balanced sustainable development
particularly important in the regional dimension is community sector
(because it performs a social function), which has a significant
proportion and acts as a multiplier of economic development and
provider of jobs.

Economic growth and demographic changes both affect the
communal needs for quality, quantity and allocation of resources.

Local and regional development has an impact on economic
development and the labor market. Cross-border cooperation can
ensure economic potential growth through information sharing and
joint development projects in such areas as:

- Improvement of tourism infrastructure, development and

implementation of joint projects;

- Development of rural space: development of agriculture and
forestry, environmental protection, restoration of villages,
development of crafts, services, tourism, sales of goods.

- Development of professional regional marketing;

- Development of cross-border regional planning as a basis for
solving problems of cross-border infrastructure development
and optimal use of public funds;

- Strengthening entrepreneurship, small and medium enterprises,
supporting local employment initiatives;
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- Adaptation of the labor market;
- Fundraising for education, culture, health [5, p. 315-316];

4. Civil Society.

Civil society is a complex and contradictory phenomenon. On
the one hand, it a historically changeable phenomenon that defies
reductionist explanation, on the other hand - a process in which can
be distinguished stable tendency towards the emancipation of man
and transformation of patrial to citizen based on sustainable struggle
for freedom and inviolability of human rights. Civil society unfolds
under the conditions of circumstantial and acquired freedom. But most
significant is the existential freedom of human self-determination,
because it is most closely related to creative ethic of responsibility.

R. Dahrendorf defined three main features of civil society. The
first feature he believed to be the diversity of its components, i.e.
maximal polystructuring. Second is the existence of many autonomous
organizations and institutions. Third is a specific “spirit” of the society,
which he defined as civic consciousness [1].

Complementarity (or subsidiarity) is registered at the level of
cooperation efforts, abilities and skills in social interactions and
expressed in synergy or social order based on the manifestation of
individual and group freedom of action. Component institution of
complementarity is that it is performed in responsibility, that creates
field of social and ethical interaction [3].

REFERENCES:

1. Mdapenoopgp P. Cosepemenmsviit coyuanvuviii KOHGIUKM.
Ouepk nonumuku ceo600vt / Panvgh /lapenoopgh ; nep. c
nem. — M. : POCCII3H, 2002. — C. 59.65.

2. Innoesauiiini nioxoou 00 pezionanbHozo po3eUmMKy 8 YKpaiui
> ananimuuna 0onoeiov [Enexkmponnuii pecypcl / C.0O. bina
— kep. aem. Konekmugy ma inwi — K. : HIC/, 2011. — 47 c. —
Pesxcum oocmyny :  http://www.niss.gov.ua/content/articles/
files/inovac_pidhod-d3220.pdf. — Ha3zea 3 ekpany.

3. Kapacv A. Qinocoghia zpomaoancekozo cycninbcmea 6 Kia-
CUYHUX Meopiax | HeKnacuunux inmepnpemauiax: Monozpa-

57



dia / Anamonin Kapace. — Kuie-/Iveie: Buoaenuuuii yenmp
JIHY imeni Ieana @panka, 2003. — 520 c.

. Kiwm €.b. Kpainu Ilenmpansnoi €eponu @ cucmemi midc-
HapooHux eepo inmezpauyinunux npoyecie (1991-2007 poku)
[Enexmponnuit pecypc| / €ea bepnadiena Kiw. - asmopegpe-
pam oucepmauii Ha 3000ymms HAYK06020 CYNEeHA 00KMopa
icmopuunux nayk 3a cneuianvhicmio 07.00.02. — écecéimmusn
icmopisn. — Yaceopoo, 2008. — 39 c. — Pexrcum oocmyny : http://
www.google.com.ua/url?sa=t&rct=j& g=& esrc=s&source=we

b&cd=6&cad=rja&ved=0CEYQFjAF &uri=http %34%2F %2
Fwww.ucrainica.com.ua%2Fdownloads %2F %3 Fpub%3D22
4&ei=WqKFUMjeJ8vmtQaJjlICACQ&usg=AFQjCNFgZ2Rv
NSxXKAXiNZeBkSTLGDCWxRQ. — Hazea 3 ekpany.

. Mikyna H. Mixcmepumopianbhe ma mpancKopOoOHHE
cnigpooimnuymeo: Monozpagia / H Mixyna. — JIveie : IP/]
HAH Ykpainu, 2004. — 395 c.

Tunonozia mixycnapoonux cucmem [Enexmponnuii pecypcy.

— Pestcum oocmyny : http:/helen-koppel.narod.ru/033. htm.
— Hazea 3 expany.

. Ivicankoe I1.A. Axkmopsl u paxmopsl 6 meiHcoyHapooOHbIX

OMHOWEHUAX U MUpoeou norumuke [Enekmponnuii pe-
cypc] / AIl. Huicanxos. — Peycum oocmyny : http:/www.

twirpx.com/file/281413/. — Ha3ea 3 ekpany.

. Ataman M. The Impact of Non-State Actors on World Politics: A
Challenge to Nation-States [Enexmponnuii pecypc| / Muhittin
Ataman // Turkish Journal of International Relations, Vol.2,
No.1, 2003. — Pextcum oocmyny : http:/www.alternativesjour-

nal.net/volume2/numberl/ataman2.pdf. — Hazea 3 expany.

Williams TL. The Actors in International Politics [Enex-
mpoununi pecypc] / TL Williams. — Pexcum Oocmyny :

http://www.wadsworthmedia.com/marketing/sample_chap-
ters/0534631894.pdf. — Ha3zea 3 ekpamuy.

58



Ha ocrosanuu 0606wenuss Memooonozuu cyuecmeyouux uccie-
008AMENLCKUX KOHYENMO8, Meopull U N00X0008 ONpedesieHd OCHOBHAS
KAaccupurkayuss akmepos mpancepaHuiHo20 83auMoO0eicmeus, Ko-
MOPaAsL MONCEM CIYHCUMb MOOeNbI0 OJisl AHAIUZA SGLEHUL MENCOVHA-
POOHOU HCUZHU U ObIMb MEMOOOI02UYECKOU OCHOBOU NPU NPOBEOeHUU
COYUONOSUYECKUX UCCIe008AHULL 8 00IACMU MPAHCSPAHUYHOZ0 CO-
mpyoOHUuuecmed.

Kntouesvie cnoea: axmep, mpauncepanuunoe compyOHUUeCmso,
20Cy0apcmeo, 2paxicOanHcKoe 0ouecmeo, MexcOyHapoOHble OPeaHU3a-
Yuu, pecuoH.

On the basis of summary of existing research methodology
concepts, theories and approaches defined the basic classification
of cross-border cooperation of actors that can serve as a model for
analyzing the phenomena of international life and be the methodology
of sociological research in the field of cross-border cooperation.

Keywords: actor, cross-border cooperation, the government, civil
society, international organizations, region.
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