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SOME FEATURES OF SUSTAINABLE ECOLOGICAL
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
OF THE MOUNTAINOUS AREAS

The urgency of environmental problems in
mountainous areas and the complexity of their solution at
the present stage are obvious, as most mountainous areas
have become areas with high levels of environmental
pollution, or with devastating human impact on natural
resources, which requires urgent measures to save nature
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and restore normal human life, which is the key to
sustainable environmental and economic development not
only of these areas but also the region as a whole. At the
same time, trying to improve the current situation, it is very
important to ensure the stability of economic and social
development of these areas and prevent a global
environmental disaster in the future.

The key to this issue is the environmental and
economic approach to the development and evaluation of
investment programs and individual projects, as well as the
evaluation of the activities of existing economic entities in
these areas.

Nowadays there are number of factors that make
especially difficult to solve environmental problems in our
conditions, in particular:

1. The environmental emergency that has developed in
some areas and in the country as a whole and as a result of
economic growth policy, which provides a purely economic
rather than humanistic orientation of investment and
activities of existing enterprises.

2. The inertia of the process of deterioration of the
environmental situation is due to the fact that along with the
existing facilities, new projects are being developed and
implemented, which already have the same principles as
before. We are talking about the use of old technologies,
morally and physically obsolete equipment, making
inefficient technical and organizational decisions on the use
of existing environmental and technical potential.

3. The deficit of budgets at all levels (state, regional,
local), as well as the lack of sufficient financial resources of
individual enterprises [1], provoked the situation related to
the existence of trend “residual principle” in relation to
social and environmental problems.

4. Structural changes in investment activities, namely a
decrease in the share, and in some areas the lack of public
investment in socio-economic development, growth of the
business sector, the emergence of so-called non-local
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investors [2]. In the conditions of unregulated legal norms of
economic relations, insufficient level of competence, and
often intentional ignoring of the ecological aspect in
decision-making can lead to significant negative changes in
the already existing unfavorable situation. One of the
mechanisms to prevent incompetent decisions is the
independent examination of programs and projects that will
be implemented here, as well as the assessment of existing
enterprises in terms of balanced use of natural resources
and minimizing their negative impact on the environment.

When a facility operates in a particular area, it initially,
as a rule, significantly changes the conditions prevailing in
this region (and even beyond it) in the field of social and
industrial infrastructure, natural and labour resources, in
terms of environmental welfare.

Therefore, for the effective functioning of economic
entities and entrepreneurship it is necessary to conduct a
comprehensive assessment of the natural resource potential
of the territory, as well as to analyze the impact on existing
resources due to the operation of existing or construction of
new facilities.

Control over existing enterprises and assessment of
the quality of potential investment projects is a very
important moment in the management of enterprises and
clarifying their impact on the development of local
economic systems. The adopted new advanced solutions
can ensure structural changes in economics. Therefore, the
task - to assess the quality of use of natural resources -
should be carried out for all enterprises, economic entities
and for any investment project - whether state or regional,
or any existing or created by a separate production and
economic unit - by union, enterprise [3, 4].

Particular attention should be paid to assessing the use
of natural resource potential of investment projects,
because for the existing enterprises there are established;
and regulations are applied according to which they have
already operated and therefore transfer them to new rails
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with new approaches to the use of these resources are
postponed in time. And the lack of proper scientific analysis
at the formation stages of investment programs often leads
to unreasonable and irrational strategic decisions,
deliberately misdirecting project developers, resulting in
inefficient production, or has a negative impact on the
environmental situation in mountain villages.

In the developed countries at the pre-project stages
are widely used environmental and economic models of
various types: optimization, simulation, combined. The
difficulties arising in their implementation are associated
with the monetary evaluation of indicators and their
comparison, as well as often with the disagreement of some
entrepreneurs with the strengthening of the environmental
aspect of the analysis [5, 6].

In developing countries, the so-called methods of rapid
assessment (express analysis) - the method of “ad hoc”,
checklists, matrices, the method of overlay, the grid method
became widespread. A prerequisite for their application is
alternative management of economic and business activities
and also future investment projects.

These methods are based on the assessment of the
impact of future projects and current activities on the
environment, and on living conditions in the region.

Analyzing the specific difficulties that arise in the
implementation of a holistic environmental and economic
approach to the assessment of entrepreneurial activity in
our country, we highlight the following: the lack of the
necessary information base, primarily for environmental
assessment; lack of experience in organizing and
conducting expert evaluations at the interdisciplinary level;
organization of ecological and economic expertise to
manage the minimum costs arising from the general state of
finances; psychological unpreparedness of administrations
in the center and on the ground for such an approach.

These specified points make the situation in our
country similar to that in the developing countries. It follows
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that it is the most acceptable in our conditions to develop
and implement various options for express assessments [4].
The above mentioned allows us to conclude that to
ensure the sustainable development of mountainous
regions, special attention should be paid to the
implementation of effective state policy of environmental
protection, which is based on the development of an
effective tariff and price policy for natural resources, which
will minimize the negative the impact of economic and
business activities on the environment and to achieve the
rational use of available natural resources of certain areas.
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