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The article considers the role of cyber neologisms in the modern English Internet discourse, identifies their main
functions, structure and influence on language communication. The article analyses the doctrine of scientists regarding
the concept of “cyber neologisms” and explains the term as a new lexical unit created on the basis of various types
of morphological word formation in order to describe phenomena, processes and objects related to the development
of cybernetics, the Internet, digital and computer technologies and the information sphere, while forming an up-to-date
linguistic picture of the world. Particular attention is paid to the functions of cyber neologisms, in particular, to simplify the
transfer of information, designate new phenomena and strengthen the identity of online communities.

The types of morphological word formation of cyber neologisms are distinguished: affixation (including the use of
prefixes, suffixes or their combinations to form new words); word compounding (combining two or more bases to create a
compound word); conversion (transferring a word from one part of speech to another without changing its form); reversion
(forming a new word by truncating endings or suffixes); contamination (combining elements of different words to form a
new one); abbreviation (forming new words through truncation, abbreviation, acronym).

The study examines examples of cyber neologisms based on the material of the BBC online newspaper for 2024 and
their role in enriching the lexical composition of the English language. Taking into account the quantitative data obtained,
it is worth presenting statistical data on the use of the main types of morphological word formation of cyber neologisms,
based on the selected corpus: word formation (45%), affixation (19%), conversion (15%), contraction (15%), contamination
(4%), reversion (2%) (Figure 2). The article also highlights the cultural and social aspects of the use of cyber neologisms,
in particular their impact on the formation of digital culture.

Thus, cyber neologisms are not only a means of communication, but also a reflection of the dynamic processes of
transformation of modern society and language. The conclusions of the study give better understanding of the interaction
of language, culture and innovation in the age of new technologies.

Key words: cyber neologisms, linguistic mechanisms, modern English-language Internet discourse, transformation,
lexical composition, morphological word formation.

Y crarTi po3rnsHyTO ponb KiGepHeomnoriamiB y Cy4acHOMY aHrificbKoMy IHTepHET-AMCKYPCi, BUOKPEMIIEHO OCHOBHI
dYHKLIi, CTPYKTYpY i BNSIMB HA MOBHY KOMYHiKaLito. [TpoaHanisaoBaHoO BYEHHS HAYKOBLLB LLLOAO NMOHATTS «KiGepHEeOonoriamMmm»
Ta po3TryMayeHo TePMiH SK HOBY NEKCMYHY OAMHWLIO, CTBOPEHY Ha OCHOBI Pi3HWX BMAIB MOPEOSOriYHOro CrIOBOTBOPY,
3 METOH OMNMUCY SIBULL, NPOLIECIB i 00’EKTIB, SKi NOB’sI3aHI i3 PO3BUTKOM KiGEPHETUKM, HTEPHETY, LMPOBUX, KOMM IOTEPHUX
TEXHomorin " iHcpopMauiiHoi ccpepun, opmytouM Mpy LbOMY akTyanbHy MOBHY KapTuHy cBiTy. Ocobnuea yBara
npuainaeTbca (yHKUigM KibepHeonoriamiB, 30Kpema ChpOLUEeHHIO nepefadi iHopmauii, NMO3HAYEHHIO HOBUX SBULL
Ta 3MILUHEHHIO iOEHTUYHOCTI IHTEPHET-CMINbHOT. BrokpemneHo BuaM MOPEOMOriYHOro CNoBOTBOPY KiGEpHEOnoriamis:
acbikcauia (Bknovae BUKopucTaHHs npedikcis, cydikciB abo ix KOMBiHaLiN ANs YyTBOPEHHS HOBWX CriB); CNOBOCKIaAaHHS
(o6’egHaHHAa aBox abo GinbLie OCHOB AN CTBOPEHHS CKMaAHOro CrioBa); KOHBEPCiS (nepexig cnoBa 3 OAHIEl YacTuHU
MOBM B iHWY 6e3 3MiHW 1oro hopmu); peBepcis (YyTBOPEHHS HOBOMO CroBa LUMSXOM YCIMEHHS 3akiH4yeHb Yn CydiKciB);
KOHTaMmiHaLis (komBiHyBaHHS eNeMeHTIB Pi3HMX CriB ANs YTBOPEHHSI HOBOTO); CKOPOYEHHS (YTBOPEHHSI HOBKX ChiB Yepes
yCideHHs1, abpeBiaLito, akpOHiMit).

Y pocnimxeHHi po3rnsHyTo npuknaam kibepHeonoriaMmie Ha matepiani IHTepHeT-raszet BBC 3a 2024 pik Ta ixHi0 ponb
y 36ara4yeHHi NeKCMYHOro cknagy aHrmincbkoi MoBu. BpaxoByroun oTpuMaHi AaHi KinbKiCHUX A4aHWX, BApTO NPE3eHTyBaTu
CTaTUCTUYHI AaHi BUKOPUCTaHHS OCHOBHYMX BUAIB MOPEOSOriYHOro CroBOTBOPY KibepHeonoriamiB, Ha OCHOBI BigibpaHoro
kopnycy: cnoBocknagaHHs (45%), adikcauia (19%), koHsepcisa (15%), ckopodeHHsi (15%), koHTamiHauis (4%), peBepcis
(2%) (pvicyHok 2). Takox BUCBITNEHO KyMbTYPHI Ta couianbHi acrnekTu BUKOPUCTaHHSA KibepHeomnoriamis, 3okpema ixHin
BNMB Ha YOPMYBaHHS LMPOBOI KyNbTYpU.

OTxe, kibepHeonoriamu € He nuwe 3acobom KOMyHiKaLii, a i BiobpaxeHHAM AMHaMiYHUX npoueciB TpaHcdopmaLlii
Cy4acHOro CcycninbCcTBa Ta MoBW. BUCHOBKM JOCHIOXEHHS [O3BOMSATL SKICHILLE 3pO3YMiTM B3aEMOZiH0 MOBW, KynsTypu
1 IHHOBALiM Y Yac HOBITHIX TEXHOMOTIN.

KntouoBi cnoBa: kibepHeonoriaMu, MOBHi MexaHi3Mun, Cy4acHUA aHTMOMOBHUWI [HTEpPHET-AUCKYPC, TpaHcdhopMallis,
NEeKCUYHMI cknag, MoOpdOsIoriYHNIA CIOBOTBIP.
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Statement of the problem. The modern English-
language Internet discourse is rapidly changing under
the influence of digital technologies, which leads to
the active development of the language and the emer-
gence of new lexical units — cyber neologisms. These
new words reflect current social, cultural, and tech-
nological changes. However, despite the prolifera-
tion of cyber neologisms, their role in the structure of
Internet discourse is not sufficiently studied.

It is important to analyse the mechanisms of
formation of cyber neologisms and the factors that
influence their spread in different languages, includ-
ing English. Therefore, the relevance of the study is
determined by the need to determine the role of cyber
neologisms in modern English-language Internet dis-
course, their functions, structural characteristics and
impact on digital communication.

Literature review. The concept of cyber neol-
ogism has been studied in the works of scholars:
O. Artysh [1], Y. Zatsnyi [4], M. Quinion [9], M. Kizil
[5], H. Levun [1], S. Petrova [1], O. Yasinska [7]
and others. The ways of forming English computer
vocabulary are considered by the following authors:
O. Vasylenko [2], S. Yenikieieva [3], Y. Zatsnyi [4],
O. Nikolenko [6] and others.

Goal of the article. The aim of the article is to
determine the role of cyber neologisms in modern
English-language Internet discourse, to analyse their
functions, mechanisms of formation and influence on
the lexical fund in the digital environment.

To achieve this goal, the following tasks have
been identified:

— to study the concept of “cyber neologisms”;

— to identify the main functions of cyber neolo-
gisms in the Internet discourse;

— to analyse the linguistic mechanisms of cyber
neologisms formation;

— to identify the influence of cyber neologisms
on changes in the lexical vocabulary of the English
language;

— to determine the prospects for further develop-
ment of cyber neologisms in the context of Internet
globalisation.

Base material. As knowledge about the world
around us expands, the language is constantly chang-
ing, especially at the level of changes in lexical
composition. The main source of new words in the
modern English language is scientific achievements,
especially in the field of computer technology. Rapid
progress in this field and the widespread use of per-
sonal computers in various aspects of human life
have enriched the English language with specific
terminology and new expressions. This phenomenon
emphasises the importance of studying the processes

of formation and organisation of information technol-
ogy-related vocabulary, making this topic extremely
relevant.

According to O. Vasylenko, the widespread intro-
duction of personal computers and the emergence of
the Internet have led to the enrichment of computer
terminology by various social groups. The relatively
young age of professionals working in the field of IT
technologies and the popularity of computer technol-
ogies among young people are shaping trends in the
use of new lexical items among users [2].

A similar opinion is shared by O. Artysh [1],
G. Levun [1], S. Petrova [1], noting that the lexical
composition of the language is constantly changing,
which is due to the new cognitive and communicative
needs of speakers. Rapid progress in the field of tech-
nology and information systems stimulates the emer-
gence of new concepts, on the basis of which specific
terms for different fields of activity are formed.

According to O. Vasylenko’s research, computer
vocabulary, depending on the sphere of its use, can be
divided into several categories: commonly used com-
puter vocabulary, terms used by Internet users, pro-
fessional language of programmers, vocabulary of
software users, terms related to computer games, etc.
The lexical content of texts related to computer dis-
course is characterised by the richness of speech with
specialised terms. Among them are the following:

— highly specialised computer vocabulary used
mainly by specialists;

— words borrowed from other fields and reinter-
preted in the context of the computer environment;

— common words that have acquired a specific
meaning in computer communication [2].

The peculiarity of computer discourse is the selec-
tive combination of seemingly incompatible ele-
ments, the creation of neologisms, which sometimes
gives the message an ironic or humorous colouring,
which is often characteristic of the youth audience.

The British linguist M. Quinion calls the wide-
spread use of neologisms a “cyber plague” [9].
Yu. Zatsnyi notes that cyber neologisms began to
actively penetrate the English language only in the
1990s, which was due to the growing importance of
the Internet. The term cyberplague became particu-
larly popular. In addition to the dominant element
cyber— in English, other productive components
for the formation of computer vocabulary, such as
techno— and tele-, are also actively used at the pres-
ent stage [4].

According to O. Yasinska, cybernetics is a science
that studies the control of complex dynamic systems,
as well as the processes of collecting, processing and
transmitting information in living organisms and
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technical systems. It serves as a source of new words
known as cyber neologisms, which the author under-
stands as a lexical unit that denotes new objects, phe-
nomena and processes related to the development of
cybernetics, the Internet and human computer activ-
ity. Cyber neologisms influence the formation of a
linguistic picture of the world in the human mind,
enriching the mental vocabulary of an individual [7].

M. Kizil, studying the concept of cyber neolo-
gisms, defines it as a term derived from the concept
of “cyberspace”, which contains computer-labelled
vocabulary [5].

Guided by the definitions of scientists, we inter-
pret cyber neologisms as a new lexical unit created
on the basis of various types of morphological word
formation in order to describe phenomena, processes
and objects related to the development of cybernet-
ics, the Internet, digital, computer technologies and
the information sphere, forming an up-to-date lin-
guistic picture of the world.

O. Vasylenko examined in more detail the ways
of forming English computer vocabulary. According
to the scientist, six main types of morphological and
lexical-semantic types of word formation are cur-
rently the most productive:

— use of affixes;

— formation of
compounding);

— changing the part of speech without changing
the form of the word (conversion);

— reverse formation (reversion);

— combining parts of different words (contami-
nation or blending);

— formation of shortened word forms [2].

O. Vasylenko notes that affixation is one of the
most productive ways of forming computer vocabu-
lary, which includes the use of suffixes, prefixes and
their combined use. At the present stage of develop-
ment of computer terminology, the suffix method of
word formation is considered to be the most active.
Accordingly, the author notes that the most common
prefixes are those of Latin origin, such as inter-,
mini-, super, micro, non-, hyper-, re-, un-, Ta 1HIi.
The most common prefixes also include: anti-, co-,
de-, post-, pre-, sub-, in-. The presence of comput-
er-specific prefixes, such as: e-, cyber-. The most
commonly used suffixes in English computer termi-
nology are -er, -or, -ware. It is worth noting a purely
slang suix -o [2].

Word formation is a way of forming new words
by combining two or more stems. There are several
types of this process: simple stemming, merging,
and combined stemming using affixes. Compound
words often have additional emotional and expres-

compound words (word

sive meanings or elements of metaphor. Some terms
are created by telescoping, i.e. combining parts of
the stems of several words. One of the most popular
word formation methods is compression, which helps
to avoid excessive information when using complex
concepts. This approach is especially important in
creating terminology. Compression is manifested
through the use of stem truncation, stem shortening,
abbreviations, acronyms [2].

Abbreviations are quite common. They are
divided into two types: the abbreviation itself and
truncated words, or a compound abbreviation. A
modern abbreviation is often characterised by the use
of initialisms, which may include not only initial let-
ters but also other parts of words [2].

S. Yenikieieva notes that the process of forming
new affixes in English occurs through the transfor-
mation of full-sense words into formants or by dis-
associating words with their subsequent transfor-
mation into affixes. Word formalisation consists in
the transformation of an independent, syntactically
independent lexeme into a related morpheme that
loses its communicative autonomy. Word formation
by analogy plays an important role in this process,
when new words are created on the basis of existing
neologisms [3].

Analysing English neologisms, Yu. Zatsnyi dis-
tinguishes the following types of word formation:

— lexical items formed with the use of new
affixes or semi-affixes, such as: nano-, mega-, hyper-,
multi-, cyber-, eco-, e-, i-, mini-, -ist, -holic, -gate;

— the following suffixes are used, especially
when it is necessary to characterise a person: er / -or,
-ist, -man, -ee, -eer, -ster, -ite, -an / -ian, -ant / -ent,
-arian, -ard, -ician, -ess, -ie / -y, -nik; new terms with
a suffix are being actively formed for people related
to the IT sector -er;

— combining the bases of two words or their
parts to form new names [4].

0. Nikolenko identifies the main ways of neolo-
gism formation: suffixation, prefixation, telescoping,
abbreviation, acronymisation [6].

Morphological word formation is one of the main
ways of forming neologisms in English. Based on the
research of scientists, we propose to distinguish the
following types:

— affixation (includes the use of prefixes, suffixes
or combinations of these to form new words);

— word compounding (combining two or more
bases to create a compound word);

— conversion (transfer of a word from one part of
speech to another without changing its form);

— reversion (formation of a new word by truncat-
ing endings or suffixes);
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— contamination (combining elements of differ-
ent words to form a new one);

— shortening (formation of new words by trunca-
tion, abbreviation, acronym).

These methods allow the language system to
effectively adapt to changes and form lexical items
that meet the modern needs of communication.

Here are examples of the use of cyber neologisms
in the BBC online newspaper for 2024.

Affixation is most often represented by the use of
the prefix cyber-, for example, cyber attack, cyber-
security knowledge, cyber criminals’ devices, cyber
and digital centre, cyber security hub, cyber issue,
cyber security reasons, cyber war, cyber schemes and
others [8].

Word formation is presented through the word
formation of several words: username, honeytrap,
lifeline, network, shareholders, blacksmithing and
others [8].

However, word formation with affixation is quite
common: cyber criminals’ devices, the cyber cap-
ital, cyber and digital centre, cyber security hub,
cyber issue, cyber security reasons, cyber war, cyber
schemes and others [8].

Conversion in cyber neologisms allows for the
economical use of language resources and quick
adaptation of language to new technological reali-
ties: microsoft faces, cloud computing, data process-
ing and streaming, data corrupted, robust speeding
report, pinching, blacksmithing and others [8].

Reversal in cyber neologisms helps to simplify
the language and adapt it to the rapid pace of tech-
nological development, in particular in the field of
digital communication: fo net and others [8].

Contamination enables to create short, expressive
words that are easy to remember and reflect current
trends in cyberspace. It is especially popular in tech
and youth vocabulary due to its conciseness and cre-
ative approach. For example, in the blogosphere,
online webinar and others [8].

Abbreviations in cyber-linguistics are an extremely
common way of forming new terms and words in the
digital and technological spheres. It aims to reduce
the length of words or phrases to save space and time,
which is especially important in the context of rapid
information exchange on the Internet, in chats, and
on social media. For example, IT consultants, the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO), POLIT,
IT systems, NDA Group CEO, IT threats, artificial
intelligence (Al) applications and others [8].

To calculate the statistical data, the study used
Voyant Tools [10], a digital text analysis and data vis-
ualisation tool used to study text corpora. This tool
helps to determine the frequency of words in the cor-

pus, ignores uninformative words, such as articles in
English, breaks the text into separate tokens, creates
graphs, word clouds, charts, has a quick search func-
tion for keywords or expressions, and supports texts
in different languages, making it useful for global
digital corpus research.

Given the effectiveness of the tool for processing
digital data, we have analysed a corpus of texts based
on selected words from the BBC online newspaper
for 2024 and formed a word circle that reflects the
most frequently used words by the authors of articles

(Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. Word cirrus

According to the frequency of use of words, quan-
titative data on the use of words in the formed cor-
pus were generated: cyber (9); data (4); security (2);
blacksmithing (2); attack (2); webinar (1); war (1);
username (1), threats (1); systems (1); streaming (1),
speeding (1); shareholders (1); schemes (1), robust
(1), report (1); reasons (1); processing (1), polit
(1), pinching (1); phone (1); online (1); office (1),
network (1); net (1); nda (1); mobile (1); microsoft
(1), media (1); manipulation (1), lifeline (1), knowl-
edge (1); issue (1); investigations (1); intelligence
(1), information (1), ico (1); hub (1); honeytrap (1),
home (1); hammer (1); group (1), faces (1); dormant
(1), digital (1); devices (1), cybersecurity (1), crimi-
nals (1), criminal (1); corrupted (1), consultants (1);
computing (1); commissioner's (1); cloud (1); ceo
(1), centres (1); centre (1); capital (1); blogosphere
(1) [8].

Taking into account the quantitative data obtained,
it is worth presenting statistical data on the use of the
main types of morphological word formation of cyber
neologisms, based on the selected corpus: word for-
mation (45%), affixation (19%), conversion (15%),
contraction (15%), contamination (4%), reversion
(2%) (Figure 2).
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Types of morphological
word formation of cyberneticisms

= Affixarion

= Word formation

= Conversion
Reversion

= Contamination

= Contraction

Fig. 2. Types of morphological word formation
of cyber neologisms

Thus, according to our observations, the key factor
of lexical and semantic changes is the rapid progress
of information technologies. These technologies not
only contribute to the emergence of new designa-
tions, but also influence qualitative transformations
in the development of the modern English language,
in particular through the formation of new words
and changes in the meaning of existing vocabulary.
Thus, the Internet and social media are playing an
important role in shaping language practice, enabling
social media users to choose their own language of
communication, using newly formed cyber neolo-
gisms, which significantly affects linguistic identity
in the context of global integration.

The study has found out that the use of cyber neol-
ogisms has a significant impact on cultural and social
aspects of life.

Cultural aspects include:

— formation of digital culture (cyber-linguistics
reflect new phenomena that arise in the digital envi-
ronment and help to adapt the language to the needs
of cyber culture, making it more relevant);

— cultural identity (the use of cyber-linguistics
is a sign of belonging to certain social groups that
actively interact in the digital environment);

— linguistic diversity (cyber neologisms demon-
strate the flexibility and adaptability of the language
and the ability to develop creatively);

— popularisation of Internet culture (cyber neol-
ogisms are spreading rapidly and becoming part of
global culture).

Among the social aspects, it is worth focusing on
the following:

— changes in communication (thanks to new words,
communication in the digital environment is more con-
venient, as simplified, short expressions are used);

— intergenerational language (the wuse of
cyber-linguistics can become a barrier between gen-
erations, as young people learn and use new words
faster than older generations);

— 1impact on education (the emergence of new
terms stimulates the development of educational pro-
grammes to adapt to digital reality);

— globalisation (cyber-linguisms often origi-
nate in English and spread rapidly, contributing to
globalisation).

Conclusions. Thus, cyber neologisms are not
only a reflection of technological progress, but also
a tool that transforms the ways of communication,
thinking and cultural identity.

English, as a leader in global communication, is par-
ticularly active in integrating new terms, adapting them to
the needs of different social and cultural groups. Due to
their flexibility and ability to respond quickly to changes,
cyber neologisms enrich the language, increasing its
expressiveness and functionality in the digital age.

The development of cyber vocabulary demon-
strates not only linguistic but also social signifi-
cance: terms become identity markers, tools of cre-
ative expression, and means of global interaction. In
the future, cyber neologisms will continue to influ-
ence English-language online discourse, shaping
new models of communication and contributing to
the evolution of modern language in the context of
digitalisation.
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