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CORPUS ANALYSIS OF THE LEXEMES WAR AND PEACE IN AMERICAN
AND UKRAINIAN MEDIA DISCOURSE

Fabian Myroslava,

Doctor of Philology, Professor of English Philology Department,
Uzhhorod National University

Uzhhorod, Ukraine

Introduction. Modern corpus linguistics provides researchers with a unique
opportunity to analyze the functioning of linguistic units in live communication.
Corpus studies are particularly valuable for media linguistics, where the analysis of
large text corpora allows tracing the influence of political narratives on the formation
of public opinion and the peculiarities of reflecting social values through language.
Media coverage of military events is of particular interest for scientific research, as it
Is here that the value orientations of society, strategies of ideological influence, and
techniques of emotional manipulation of the readership are most clearly revealed.
Over the past few years, the Ukrainian media space has undergone significant
transformations as a result of military actions in the country, which has affected the
lexical and semantic characteristics of the national media discourse. At the same
time, covering Ukrainian events and other global conflicts, the American media
sphere has formed its own interpretive model with specific semantic accents. A
corpus study of the functioning of war and peace in media texts in Ukraine and the
USA will reveal the nationally specific features in the conceptualization of these
concepts and trace the evolution of their semantic content in the context of current
socio-political changes.

The aim of the study is to conduct a comparative corpus analysis of the
semantics of the lexemes war and peace in the media discourse of the United States
and Ukraine during 2014-2025, focusing on identifying their collocation profiles,
metaphorical models, pragmatic functions, and the dynamics of semantic changes.

Materials and methods. For the corpus analysis, two comparative specialized

corpora of media texts have been created: the American corpus includes the materials
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from US online publications (The New York Times, The Washington Post), while the
Ukrainian one embraces the materials from leading Ukrainian media (Vxpaincoxa
npasoa, [zepxano muocns) for the period of 2014-2025. The technical creation and
processing of the corpora have been carried out using the AntConc 4.3.1 software
package (Laurence Anthony) for primary processing and keyword in context (KWIC)
detection. In addition, the Sketch Engine corpus manager has been used to verify the
results and perform advanced contextual analysis.

The methodological basis of the study combines quantitative and qualitative
methods of research. Collocation analysis is carried out using mutual information
(MI) and log-likelihood statistical indicators with a minimum co-occurrence
frequency of 5 for the American and 3 for the Ukrainian corpora (taking into account
the morphological features of the Ukrainian language), which made it possible to
identify statistically significant co-occurrences of the lexemes under study. To
identify metaphorical models, the method of semantic classification of collocations
has been used, followed by grouping them according to their conceptual domains.
The diachronic analysis involves the division of the present research into three stages:
2014-2017 (beginning of the conflict), 2018-2021 (stabilization), 2022-2025
(escalation). This division allows tracing the evolution of the semantic profiles of the
lexemes war and peace under the influence of changes in the military-political
situation.

Results and discussion. Corpus linguistics as a methodological basis for
contemporary semantic research is based on the principles of empiricism,
guantifiability, and representativeness of linguistic material. Collocation analysis,
which forms the basis of our research, helps reveal the semantic prosody of lexical
units through a system of their regular co-occurrences [2]. Lakoff and Johnson’s
theory of conceptual metaphor [1] is particularly relevant to the study of media
discourse about war, as these metaphorical models structure the perception of abstract
concepts of war and peace through more concrete images. Media discourse, as a
special type of institutional discourse, is characterized by specific pragmatic

functions: informative, influential, ideological, and consolidating. The semantic
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evolution of lexical units under the influence of extralinguistic factors is the subject
of diachronic semantics. Experience shows that military conflicts significantly
influence the semantic structure of the corresponding vocabulary, activating certain
semes and deactivating others. The national and cultural specificity of semantics is
manifested through a system of connotations, evaluative meanings, and associative
connections that are formed within a particular linguistic culture [3].

Collocation profiles of the lexemes war and peace. The analysis of the
collocation profiles of the lexeme war in the American media corpus reveals a
predominance of collocations with lexemes denoting types of conflicts (civil war,
trade war, proxy war), geographical locations (war in Ukraine), and temporal
characteristics (war-torn, post-war, wartime). The highest statistical significance
indicators are demonstrated by the collocations war crimes (Ml = 8.7), war zone
(MI = 8.2), and war effort (MI =7.9).

In the Ukrainian media corpus, the collocation profile of the lexeme sitina is
characterized by significantly higher emotional intensity. The dominant collocations
are expressed by evaluative adjectives: bloody war, senseless war. Statistically
significant collocations include siiina na cxooi (M1 = 9.1), ciopuona siiina (M1 = 8.8),
and inghopmayiiuna sivna (M1 = 8.5). It is noteworthy that in the Ukrainian corpus,
personified constructions such as eitina nputiwna, eivina 3abpana, and eitina nasuuna
are used significantly more often.

The collocation profile of the lexeme peace in American media shows a
predominance of institutional contexts: peace process, peace agreement, peace talks,
peace initiative. The collocations peace and security (Ml = 7.8), lasting peace
(Ml = 7.6), and peace dividend (MI = 7.4) have high statistical significance. It is
typically used in the context of international diplomacy and conflict resolution.

In the Ukrainian corpus, the lexeme mup exhibits greater conceptual
complexity. Alongside diplomatic contexts (mupni nepecosopu, mupnuii niam),
existential uses (mup i cnoxii, mupne owcumms, mupnuti uac) are also actively
employed. Statistically significant collocations include cnpaseonusuii mup (MI = 8.2),

oosecompusanuii mup (M1 =7.9), mup na nawux ymosax (MI =7.7).

227



Metaphorical models of conceptualization. Analysis of metaphorical models
in the corpora under study reveals the underlying mechanisms of conceptualization of
war and peace in American and Ukrainian media discourses. In the American corpus,
the dominant metaphorical model is WAR IS A GAME/COMPETITION, which
manifests itself through the collocations war game, winning the war, strategic
advantage, tactical victory. This model reflects a distanced, analytical perception of
military conflicts as geopolitical competition.

The second most frequent model is WAR IS A DISEASE, represented by
metaphors such as war-torn countries, infected regions, healing wounds of war, and
surgical strikes. This conceptualization allows military intervention to be presented
as necessary treatment, legitimizing US military actions in various regions of the
world.

In the Ukrainian media corpus, the leading metaphorical model is WAR IS A
NATURAL DISASTER, embodied through images such as the siiina npoxomunacs,
xeuns 6iinu, Oyps eitinu, eéocons sivnu. This model emphasizes the uncontrollability
and destructiveness of military actions, positioning Ukraine as a victim of aggression.

The model WAR IS AN EXISTENTIAL TEST is significant, manifested
through metaphors such as sitina nasuuna, sitina noxaszana, wikona sitinu, ypox 6itiHu.
Such conceptualization reflects the transformative impact of war experience on
national consciousness.

Metaphorical models of conceptualizing peace also demonstrate national
specificity. The American discourse is dominated by the model PEACE IS A
CONSTRUCT, which is embodied through metaphors such as building peace, peace
architecture, foundation of peace, and peace framework. This model emphasizes the
active role of the US in creating international order.

In the Ukrainian corpus, the leading model is PEACE IS A DREAM/DESIRE,
represented through images mpismu npo mup, scadamu mupy, cnooieamucs Ha mMup,
monumucs 3a mup. This model reflects the existential need to end hostilities and

restore normal life.
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Pragmatic functions of lexemes. Pragmatic analysis of the lexemes’
functioning reveals their role in the implementation of various communicative
strategies of media discourse. In the American media, the lexeme war often functions
as a tool for legitimizing foreign policy actions through the activation of the concept
of a “just war.” Constructions such as war against terrorism, war for democracy, war
on drugs present military actions as morally justified measures to combat evil.

Emotional impact is achieved through the use of euphemistic terms (military
operation instead of war, collateral damage instead of civilian casualties) and the
heroization of military actions (brave soldiers, ultimate sacrifice, fight for freedom).
The ideological function is realized through the opposition of “us versus them,”
where American actions are presented as defensive and enemy actions as aggressive.

In  Ukrainian media discourse, the lexeme sitina primarily serves a
consolidating function, uniting society in the face of external threats. Emotional
impact is achieved through the actualization of traumatic experiences (sitina 6
KooicHoMmy O0omi, Oimu eiunu, dcinku eiunu) and appeal to national values (zaxucm
bamuvxiswunu, bopomvba 3a 801110, 8i10CMOI0OBAHH HGS’CZJZeDfCHOCWli).

The lexeme peace/mup in both corpora functions as an axiological marker that
structures the value picture of the world. In American discourse, peace is often
presented as the result of a policy of strength (peace through strength), which
legitimizes the US military presence in the world. In the Ukrainian context, peace is
conceptualized as a basic need, the achievement of which requires sacrifice and
struggle.

Semantic evolution during 2014-2025. A diachronic analysis of the semantic
profiles of the lexemes under study reveals significant changes caused by military
and political developments. In the first stage (2014-2017), the lexeme war functioned
mainly in the context of analyzing regional conflicts (war in Syria) while maintaining
a distanced perspective. The collocation profile was characterized by the dominance
of geographical and temporal markers.

In the second stage (2018-2021), the concept of “information warfare” has

become more prominent in the context of domestic political struggles in the United
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States. New collocations have emerged: war on truth, information warfare, war of
narratives. The semantic profile of the lexeme has expanded due to metaphorical uses
in politics and the media.

The third stage (2022—-2025) is characterized by a sharp increase in the
frequency of use of the lexeme war and a change in its evaluative potential. Russian
aggression against Ukraine actualizes the concept of a “unjustified war,” which
manifests itself through the collocations brutal war, barbaric war, illegal war. The
semantic profile becomes more emotionally charged.

In Ukrainian, the semantic evolution of the lexeme sitina demonstrates even
more drastic changes. At the first stage, euphemistic names (47O, onepayisn
06'eonanux cun) dominated, reflecting the official position of not calling the conflict
a war. The collocation profile was characterized by caution and political correctness.

The second stage is marked by the gradual legitimization of the term eiiina in
official discourse and the activation of the concept of “hybrid war.” Collocations such
as inghopmayiina eitina, exonomiuna sivina, and xyremypna eitina appear, expanding
the semantic field of the lexeme beyond purely military actions.

The third stage saw the complete legitimization of the concept of war in
Ukrainian media discourse. It became central to the national narrative, acquiring
sacred significance through its association with the struggle for national identity. The
collocation profile was enriched with religious and existential contexts.

Conclusions. Corpus analysis of the semantics of the lexemes war/sitina and
peace/mup in the media discourse of the United States and Ukraine during 20142025
reveals the underlying mechanisms of linguistic conceptualization of military
conflicts and their impact on the formation of national consciousness. The differences
identified in the collocation profiles, metaphorical models, and pragmatic functions
of the words under study reflect the national and cultural specificity of war and peace
perception.

American media discourse is characterized by a more distanced, analytical
approach to the conceptualization of military conflicts, which manifests itself through

the dominance of metaphors of games, construction, and medical interventions. The
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pragmatic functions of the lexeme war are aimed at legitimizing US geopolitical
activity through the concept “restoring order.”

Ukrainian media discourse demonstrates a more emotional, existential
perception of war as a natural disaster and a test that threatens national existence.
War functions as a consolidating factor that unites society around the values of
national independence and territorial integrity.

Diachronic analysis reveals a significant evolution in the semantic profiles of
war and peace under the influence of political events. Particularly significant are the
changes in the third stage (2022-2025), when full-scale Russian aggression radically
transformed the semantics of war in both national discourses.

The results of the study demonstrate the productivity of corpus methods for
studying the semantic dynamics of socially significant vocabulary and reveal
prospects for further research in media linguistics in the context of global conflicts.
The patterns identified are important for understanding the mechanisms of discursive

construction of reality and the formation of public opinion through the media.
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