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Adjectives as the reflection of the Russian-Ukrainian war perception

IIpukMeTHHKH K Bi00OpaKeHHsI CIPUITHATTS
pocilicbKo-yKpaiHChKOI BiliHU

Anomauisn. Cmammio npucesyeno ananizy ocoonugocmert CRPUUHAMMs po-
CILICbKO-YKPATHCOKOL GilIHU cmyOdeHmamu uepes H@opmayiio, npeocmasieHy 6
MAc-MeOiiHOMY OUCKYpCi. Memoio 00CnioHceH s € NPUKMEMHUKY K OOUH i3 Hall-
BAANCTUGTUIUX 30CODT6 BUPAICEHHS OYIHHOI CEeMAHMUKY, WO XAPAKMEPU3YE Ys6-
JIeHHSL CIYOeHMi6 NPO POCILICbKO-YKPATHCHKY GIliHY. JJOCHIONCEHHS CRPUTIHAMMSL
CMyOeHmamu pociliCbKo-yKpaincokoi eitinu uepes pisui 3MI noka3zye 3miny ix no-
2n0i6 3 yacom. Cnouamxy, y nlomomy 2022 poky, nepesaxicanu OnUco8i npuKmem-
nuxu (38,94%), nacuueni mopanvni npuxmemnuxu (30,5%) i yinnicno-nog szani
npuxmemuuxu (27,4%), wo ceiouums npo me, wo GilHA CHPULIMALACS K He-
Cnooieamna, H#copcmoxa, Hecnpaseonusa ma HacuibHuysbka. Y yepsmi 2024 poxy
cnocmepieanocs 30iMbeHHs GUKOPUCTIAHHS ONUCOBUX NPUKMemHuKie (46,9%),
HegenuKe 3pOCMAanHs YIHHICHO-nos ‘a3anux (28,1%), i nomimmue 3HUNCEHHS HACU-
YeHUX MOpATbHUX npukmemnuxie (17,7%). Lleti 3cys 6xazye Ha cRpUUHAMMmMs KOH-
rikmy K MmpuUean02o, BUCHANCIUBO2O MA MYNUKOBO20. Y 00CI0NHCEHHT MAKONC
BUABNIEHO GUKOPUCTMAHHA CUHOHIMIYHUX NPUKMEMHUKIB, PO3KPUBAIOUU CheyuDiKy
PO3VMIHHA 8iliHU ma ii npedcmasnenHs 6 3MI.

Jlocnioscents makosic BUSHAYAE BUKOPUCIAHHSL CUHOHIMIYHUX NPUKMEMHUKIS,
KAACUDIKOBAHUX SIK MOHKI, HACUYEHI, YIHHICHO-NOB SA3aHI Mda ONUCO8I, NPONOHY-
H0YU AHANI3 3MIH CNPULHAMMS GIlIHU Ma ii MeOiliHO20 npedcmasienHs. 3azanom
ompumani 0ami c8io4ams npo OUHAMIYHUL XAPaKmep CyCHilbHO20 CHPULIHAMMSL
POCIUCHKO-YKPATHCHKOL GIlIHU, SKULL 3MIHIOEMbCSL 810 NOYAMKOB020 UOKY MA CY60-~
D020 MOpanbHO20 0Cy0y 00 nepepo3nodiny yeazi Ha ONUCOBUX MA YIHHICHO-NO0G 51-
BAHUX ACNEKMAx Nnio uac npooosicertst Konguixny. Ilepcnekmusa 00CaioNHcenHs.
nepeobauae pemenvbhull nPOananiz sk napamueie 3MI, max i nyoniunoeo ouckypcy,
3 Memor 00 EKMUBHO20 30ePeNCceHHs Ma BUIAHYBAHHS HAYIOHATLHOT nam simi.

Knrouogi cnosa: onucosi npukmemnuKku, Hacuderi MopaibHi NPUKMEMHUKU,
Hacuyeni HeMopanbHi NPUKMEMHUKU, YIHHICHO-N08 A3aHI NPUKMEMHUKY, THOHKT
NPUKMEMHUKU, POCIlICbKO-YKPAIHCbKA GIlIHA.

Summary. The article is focused on the analysis of the specifics of the Russian-
Ukrainian war perception by students through the information presented in the
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mass media discourse. The objective of the research is adjectives, as one of the most
important means of expressing evaluative semantics, characterizing the students’
perception of the Russian-Ukrainian war. The study on students’ perceptions of the
Russian-Ukrainian war through various mass media sources shows a change in their
views over time. Initially, in February 2022, descriptive adjectives (38.94%), thick
moral adjectives (30.5%), and value-associated adjectives (27.4%) were prevalent,
suggesting the war was seen as unexpected, cruel, unfair, and violent. By June
2024, there was an increased use of descriptive adjectives (46.9%), a slight rise in
value-associated adjectives (28.1%), and a notable drop in thick moral adjectives
(17.7%). This shift indicates a perception of the conflict as prolonged, exhausting,
and stalemated. The study also identifies the use of synonymous adjectives offering
insights into the evolving understanding of the war and its media portrayal.

The study also identifies the use of synonymous adjectives categorized as
thin, thick, value-associated, and descriptive, offering insights into the evolving
understanding of the war and its media portrayal. Overall, the findings show the
dynamic nature of public perception of the Russian-Ukrainian war, shifting from
initial shock and moral judgment to a focus on descriptive and value-associated
aspects as the conflict continues. Future research should thoroughly analyze both
media narratives and public discourse to preserve national memory.

Key words: descriptive adjectives, thick moral adjectives, thick nonmoral
adjectives, value-associated adjectives, thin adjectives, Russian-Ukrainian war.

Introduction. In recent decades, there has been a growing interest
among linguists in the study of the phenomenon of the category of eval-
uation — one of the most in-demand in the linguistic worldview of the
speaker, as its semantics carries within it a system of values of the sur-
rounding world and the value of a person in it, objectified in units of
language. As the linguists point out: “Evaluation and the process of eval-
uation permeate all aspects of human life. Evaluative activity reflects the
process of human interaction with the facts of the surrounding world and
their value-based attitude towards the surrounding realities” [1, p. 30].

The researchers study the explicit means of the evaluation category
implementation in the discourse of Internet comments [1]; thick and thin
adjectives through corpora [4]; the specifics of projecting otherness in
media discourse of the Russia-Ukraine war [5]; the war in Ukraine and
foreign news reporting [2]; use corpus-assisted analysis to such queries as
Ukraine and Russia in the context of the Russia-Ukraine war [3].

In this perspective the study of the adjective comes to the forefront,
as the adjective is ontologically inherent in the characteristic (relation,
including value) as the basis of quality, and its typology is based on the
differences between the carriers of the attribute, the objects of evaluation.
The development of the pragmatic potential of linguistic units, including
adjectives, the strengthening of their impact force, as well as the need for
a systematic study of the evaluative function as a strategy of influencing
the addressee, determines the relevance of the chosen research topic.
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The subject matter of the study is the evaluative analysis of the
Russian-Ukrainian war perception by students through the information
presented in the mass media discourse. The objective of the research is
adjectives, as one of the most important means of expressing evaluative
semantics, characterizing the students’ perception of the Russian-Ukrain-
ian war. The aim of the study is to analyze the specifics of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war perception by students through the information pre-
sented in the mass media discourse.

Methodology. The study employed a mixed-methods approach, uti-
lizing both quantitative and qualitative techniques. For the quantitative
component and to evaluate the specifics of the perception of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war (through the information presented in different sources
of mass media) by the young people who are and will be the carriers of
the Ukrainian national memory and to analyse the formation of a resilient
Ukrainian identity through an individual war experience, the survey among
the first-, second-, third- and fourth-year Bachelor students and first-year
Master students of the Department of Germanic Philology, Faculty of For-
eign Philology and Social Communications, Sumy State University was
conducted. 32 students took part in the survey in June 2024. One of the
questions of the survey suggested students giving 3 (three) adjectives that
precisely characterise the Russian-Ukrainian war according to mass media:

a) at the beginning of the war — February 2022 (3 adjectives);

b) now — June 2024 3 (three) adjectives.

The qualitative portion of the study involved in-depth analysis of the
survey results, exploring the students’ perception of the media’s por-
trayal of the war. By combining the quantitative survey data with the rich
qualitative insights, the study aims to provide a comprehensive under-
standing of how university students perceive the Russian-Ukrainian war
through the lens of media reporting and their personal adjectives choice
to describe it.

Results and Discussion. It should be mentioned that the seman-
tic-grammatical and communicative-functional properties of adjectives
are closely tied to their evaluative function in the following ways:

1) in the aspect of semantic-grammatical properties adjectives inher-
ently carry a “characteristic” or “relation” that forms the basis for express-
ing evaluation and quality. The typology of adjectives is derived from
the differences in the objects or entities being evaluated. Adjectives indi-
cate specific states, qualities, and attributes that are ascribed to the object
being described. This semantic content allows adjectives to convey eval-
uative meaning, either positive or negative;

2) in the aspect of communicative-functional properties adjectives
serve as strategic linguistic tools for influencing the addressee through the
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expression of evaluation. The pragmatic potential of adjectives, i.e. their
ability to impact the addressee, is enhanced when used evaluatively. Eval-
uative adjectives allow the speaker to convey their system of values and
attitudes towards the world in general and towards specific events, objects,
people etc. The evaluative function of adjectives is considered a key com-
municative strategy for shaping the addressee’s perception and beliefs.

The semantic-grammatical makeup of adjectives, which centers around
qualities and characteristics, provides the foundation for their evaluative
capacity. This evaluative potential is then leveraged by speakers in the com-
municative-functional dimension to express their subjective assessments
and influence the addressee. Understanding this interplay is crucial for a
comprehensive analysis of the evaluative function of adjectives.

People constantly evaluate themselves, other people, and the sur-
rounding reality, expressing their attitudes through various means in the
process of communication. Among the many interpretations of evalua-
tion are the communicative (approval :: disapproval), emotional (pleas-
ant :: unpleasant), qualitative (good :: bad), rational (useful :: harmful),
and others. The underlying issue is the problem of the significance of the
object for the subject who has chosen it as the object of a value-based
attitude, which is based on the feature of good :: bad. As value attitudes
reflect the general laws of human thinking, so evaluation can be consid-
ered a universal linguistic category.

The basis of the specific features of the semantics of evaluation lies in
the nature of its components — the evaluating subject, the evaluated object,
the evaluative predicate, the grounds for the evaluation, and its character.
Despite the external, verbal discreteness of the evaluation, it represents a
correlate of the opinion about the value in the linguistic consciousness of
the speaker, based on the discrete elements of the evaluation scale.

In other words, the specific semantic features of evaluation are rooted
in the key components involved — the evaluating subject, the object
being evaluated, the evaluative language used, the basis for the evalu-
ation, and the overall character of the evaluation. Although evaluation
may be expressed discretely through verbal means, it ultimately reflects a
more holistic opinion or judgment about the value or worth of something,
grounded in the speaker's linguistic and cognitive framework of evalu-
ative scales and criteria. Moreover, the distinctive feature of the mean-
ing and use of evaluative adjectives is that their structure combines the
semantic and pragmatic aspects of language, that is, there are both sub-
jective-evaluative meanings embedded in the semantic structure of the
vocabulary, as well as the corresponding connotations.

It should be mentioned that, a distinctive feature of the semantics of eval-
uative adjectives is that the interplay between the semantic and pragmatic

10



aspects is encoded within the semantic structure of the lexical unit itself.
The evaluative meaning and associated pragmatic implications are inter-
twined and manifested in the overall semantic structure of the adjective.

The well-known division of evaluative meanings in logic into internal
and external reflects the connection between subjective and objective fac-
tors: the value-based worldview of a society is based on positive or neg-
ative emotions (pleasure/displeasure) evoked by the properties, quality,
appearance, functions, etc. of the object of evaluation.

As M. Strukowska points out: “Otherness serves as means of legit-
imising media actions as preventive measures taken to inform society
about the past, create the present state of the world through assertions
which endorse media credibility and predict future outcomes with respect
to the horror of the unfolding war” [5, p. 77].

The analysed material (see Table 1) shows that the students’ percep-
tion of the Russian-Ukrainian war through different mass media resources
at the beginning of the invasion (February 2022) is rated as follows (the
figure in parentheses after each adjective means the number of times the
adjective is mentioned in students’ responses):

I—unexpected(8);11—cruel(5);unfair(5);violent(5);111-aggressive(4);
sudden (4); IV — chaotic (3); fast (3); patriotic (3); ruthless (3); short-
term (3); V — deadly (2); devastating (2); horrible (2); international (2);
rapid (2); quick (2); shocking (2); unprovoked (2),

while in June 2024 the students’ perception of the Russian-Ukrainian
war through different mass media resources is different. The frequency of
the adjectives mentioned is the following:

1 — devastating (4); protracted (4); stalemated (4); 11 — exhausting (3);
cruel (3); humanitarian (3); long (3); ongoing (3); stalemate (3);
[l1—aggressive (2); complex (2); drawn-out (2); exhausted (2); hopeless (2);
long-lasting (2); prolonged (2); violent (2).

Among the adjectives mentioned by students, we can easily trace a
number of synonymous ones:

for the beginning of the war (February 2022): aggressive (4) / violent
(5) / brutal (1) / cruel (5) / ruthless (3) / heartless (1); anxious (1) / tense
(1) / terrified (1); fast (3) / rapid (1) / quick (2) / swift (1); horrible (2) /
terrible (1) / terrifying (1); intense (1) / violent (5); scary (1) / terrifying
(1) / shocking (2); sudden (4) / unexpected (8) / unpredictable (1);

for June 2024: aggressive (2) / violent (2) / bloody (1) / cruel (3) / ruth-
less (1); angry (1) / ratty (1); complex (2) / complicated (1); depressive
(1) / sad (1); desperate (1) / hopeless (2); drawn-out (2) / prolonged (2) /
protracted (4) / ongoing (3); long (3) / long-haul (1) / long-lasting (2) /
long-term (1) / never-ending (1); horrible (1) / terrible (1); intense (1) /
violent (2); stalemate (3) / stalemated (4).
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Relevant for the research is the analysis of the adjectives in the aspect
of their belonging to a certain class, namely to thin, thick, value-asso-
ciated, descriptive adjectives suggested by K. Reuter, L. Baumgartner,
P. Willemsen [4]. According to the scholars, “thin concepts ... evalu-
ate without specifying the descriptive aspects that ground their evalua-
tion”, while “thick concepts ... describe and evaluate at the same time”
[4, p. 263], value-associated adjectives convey a judgment, opinion, or
evaluation, descriptive adjectives simply describe a physical or observa-
ble characteristic such as size, color, or texture. The scientists further sub-
divide thick adjectives into thick moral and thick nonmoral [4, p. 171].
The analysis of the students’ responses regarding the class of adjectives
and the number of times the adjective is mentioned in students’ responses
(that is the figure given in parentheses after each adjective) is provided
in table 1.

The adjective classification into thin, thick moral, thick nonmoral,
value-associated and descriptive is based on the suggestions made by
K. Reuter, L. Baumgartner, P. Willemsen [4, p. 269] as well as on the
author’s intuition and thorough analysis of the thin and thick concepts
research.

The data analysis if the adjectives given by students as their percep-
tion of the Russian-Ukrainian war through the information presented in
mass media in the aspect of adjectives classes (thin, thick moral, thick
nonmoral, value-associated, descriptive) representation demonstrates
that at the beginning of the war (February 2022) descriptive adjectives
accounted for 38,94 %; thick moral adjectives — 30,5%; value-associated
adjectives — 27,4%; thin adjectives — 3,16%, but in June 2024 we observe
the shift in the perception of the war perception through the information
in mass media: descriptive adjectives come first in numbers accounting
for 46,9% just as at the beginning of the war, but their number grew up by
nearly 8%; then come value-associated adjectives — 28,1% (their number
increased by 0,7%); thick moral adjectives shifted downwards now being
third in the rating and accounting for 17,7% (the number decreased sig-
nificantly by 12,8% in comparison with the beginning of the war); then
come thick nonmoral adjectives — 5,22% and thin adjectives are the least
numerable — 2,08%.

Conclusions. The results of the analysis show that the meaning and
usage of evaluative adjectives encompasses both semantic and pragmatic
dimensions. They carry not only the subjective, evaluative meaning
inherent in their semantic structure, but also the associated connotations
and pragmatic implications. This blending of the semantic and pragmatic
aspects is a key characteristic of how evaluative adjectives function in
language.
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Table 1

Adjectives that precisely
characterise the Russian-

Adjectives that
precisely characterise

Ukrainian war according Class of the Russian-Ukrainian Class of
to mass media adjectives war according to mass adjectives
a) at the beginning of the media
war — February 2022 b) now — June 2024
active (1) descriptive affiliate (1) descriptive
aggressive (4) thick moral aggressive (2) thick moral
anxious (1) descriptive angry (1) value-associated
brutal (1) thick moral bloody (1) thick moral
catastrophic (1) value-associated | catastrophic (1) value-associated
chaotic (3) value-associated | complex (2) descriptive
cruel (5) thick moral complicated (1) descriptive
deadly (2) value-associated | corrupt (1) thick moral
depressing (1) value-associated | cruel (3) thick moral
devastating (2) value-associated | depressive (1) value-associated

dramatic (1)

value-associated

desperate (1)

value-associated

emotional (1) descriptive devastating (4) value-associated
escalating (1) descriptive drawn out (2) value-associated
expectable (1) descriptive energy-taking (1) descriptive

fast (3) descriptive entrenched (1) descriptive
heartless (1) thick moral exhausted (2) value-associated
heavy (1) value-associated | exhausting (3) thick nonmoral
horrible (2) thin extensive (1) value-associated
immediate (1) descriptive frightening (1) thick nonmoral
initial (1) descriptive full-scale (1) descriptive
insidious (1) thick moral geopolitical (1) descriptive

intense (1) thick moral hopeless (2) value-associated
international (2) descriptive horrible (1) thin
military-only (1) descriptive ?lu)man resources less descriptive
on-going (1) descriptive humanitarian (3) descriptive
patriotic (3) thick moral immense (1) descriptive
protected (1) value-associated | intense (1) descriptive
quick (2) descriptive internationalized (1) descriptive
rapid (2) descriptive killing (1) thick moral
ruthless (3) thick moral large-scale (1) descriptive

sad (1) value-associated | long (3) descriptive
scary (1) value-associated | long-haul (1) descriptive
shocking (2) value-associated | long-lasting (2) descriptive
short-term (3) descriptive long-term (1) descriptive
strong (1) value-associated | losable (1) thick nonmoral
successful (1) value-associated | mean (1) thick moral
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sudden (4) descriptive military (1) descriptive
sure (1) descriptive more stable (1) descriptive
swift (1) descriptive never-ending (1) value-associated
temporary (1) descriptive ongoing (1) descriptive
tense (1) value-associated | patriotic (1) thick moral
terrible (1) thin political (1) descriptive
terrified (1) value-associated | poor (1) value-associated
terrifying (1) value-associated | powerful (1) value-associated
threatful (1) value-associated | problematic (1) value-associated
unexpected (8) descriptive prolonged (2) descriptive
unfair (5) thick moral protracted (4) descriptive
unpredictable (1) descriptive ratty (1) value-associated
unprovoked (2) value-associated | ruthless (1) thick moral

victory-leading (1)

value-associated

sad (1)

value-associated

violent (5)

thick moral

same (1)

descriptive

volatile (1)

value-associated

senseless (1)

value-associated

shameful (1) thick moral
slow (1) descriptive
stalemate (3) descriptive
stalemated (4) descriptive
strategic (1) descriptive
terrible (1) thin

terrorist (1) thick moral
terroristic (1) thick moral

traumatizing (1)

value-associated

tremendous (1)

value-associated

unfair (1) thick moral
unprovoked (1) value-associated
violent (2) thick moral
vulnerable (1) value-associated
weak (1) value-associated
weaponed (1) descriptive
zoned (1) descriptive

The analysis of the students’ perceptions of the Russian-Ukrainian war
through different mass media resources reveals a shift in their perspective
over time. In the initial stages of the conflict in February 2022, descriptive
adjectives (38.94%), thick moral adjectives (30.5%), and value-associ-
ated adjectives (27.4%) dominated, indicating an overall perception of
the war as unexpected, cruel, unfair, and violent. However, by June 2024,
the students’ perception had evolved, with descriptive adjectives becom-
ing even more prominent (46.9%), followed by value-associated adjec-
tives (28.1%) and a significant decrease in thick moral adjectives (17.7%).
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This suggests a greater focus on the prolonged, exhausting, and stale-
mated nature of the conflict, as reflected in the increased use of adjectives
like devastating, protracted, and stalemated.

The analysis also reveals the use of synonymous adjectives, which can
be classified into thin, thick, value-associated, and descriptive categories.
This provides insights into the students’ evolving understanding of the
war and the way it is portrayed in the media. Overall, the findings demon-
strate the dynamic nature of public perception of the Russian-Ukrainian
war, with a shift from a focus on the initial shock and moral aspects to a
greater emphasis on the descriptive and value-associated elements as the
conflict has progressed.

The prospects of the research is seen in the thorough analysis of both
the media narratives and the public discourse in the aspect of preserving
national memory.

The research is carried out within the scope of the research project
“Commemoration of the Russian-Ukrainian war in the system of state
humanitarian policy: formation of a sustainable model of consolidation
of the Ukrainian society” within the scientific direction “Humanities
and Art” of Sumy State University in 2024-2025 (registration number
b®/23-2021).
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